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with snipers. But the Boche had hastily departed to the comparative safety of the Italian mainland, 
and the 3rd Division infantrymen marched this last mile without opposition. —Photo ‘by Cort, Acme 
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Italy's Aeolian ites Gen. Eis 


Surrender To Navy 


| 

| 

| ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
| TERS, Aug. 20—Just as the Tth 
|Army was completing its capture 
|Of Messina, an American naval ex- 
|pedition arrived at the Aeolian 
|Islands which lie about 35 miles 





*|from the northeastern part of Si- 


cily. The two largest islands of the 
group, Lipari and Stromboli, 
promply surrendered on the morn- 
jing of Aug. 7, it was revealed to- 
day. The whole group, which in- 
| cludes seven principal islands, is 
now at the disposal of the Allies. 
| Stromboli, the northernmost 
island, is the closest to the Italian 
mainland, lying about 37 miles 
from Cape Vaticano which bulges 
out of the bottom of the Italian 
boot. This brings the American 
flag farther north than it has 
ever been before from Africa. 
| The Aeolian Islands, all of 
|canic origin, have for a long time 
been used as penal settlements by 
the Fascists. The prison on Lipari 
is known as the "Italian Devil's 
| Island.” 








Soviets Hurl Germans Back: 


Heavy Bombers Blast Foggia 


Nazi Defense Line 
Cracking Along 
Entire Front 





The fury of the Russian offen- 
sive continued to grow as the 
weeks of summer waned and the 
entire eastern front blazed with 
Soviet might hurling back the 
0 gee invaders along a 750-mile 

ne. 

For five weeks the Red Armies 
have driven forward, capturing 
Orel, sweeping through Belgorod, 
and throwing the enemy back to 
the gates of Kharkov. The intens- 
ity of the Russian power has not 
decreased undef the August sun. 
Instead, the winter-loving Soviets 
have surprised the world, and es- 
pecially the Wehrmacht, by in- 
creasing their drives week after 
week. Hundreds of thousands of 
German reinforcements thrown to 
the battle line to stem the Russian 
tide have been overwhelmed and 
repulsed and the Russians contin- 
ue to advance in the largest-scale 
engagements of this war. 

While their grip around Khar- 
kov tightened, the Russians ended 
the week by thrusting again at 
the Germans in a new spot, this 
time at Stario Russ on the banks 
of Lake Ilmen, south of Leningrad. 

Identifying their offensive ac- 
tivity along the whole eastern line, 
the Russian armies are growing in 
power while the Germans fall 
back, wilting more under the heat 
of the attacking forces than under 
the summer temperatures. Soviet 
forces earlier in the week pierced 
the German line at Spas Dem- 
ensk, halfway between Bryansk 
and Smolensk, and now are flank- 
ing the central front bastion of 

(Continued on Page 8) 





Contest For Buglers, 
Drummers Planned 





Buglers and drummers, front 
and center! Capt. Thomas Darcy, 
leader of the famed U.S. Army 
Band, wil} soon hold a contest to 
determine the best bugler and 
drummer in the North African 
theater. So limber up those lips, 
you bugiers, and get those fingers 
in shape, you drummers. The 
Stars and Stripes will carry fur- 





Algiers Focuses 
War Panoram 


By S-Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer, 


ALGIERS—The Arabs and the 
smell of the farm lands along the 


vol- | 


enhower 
| Hails Command 
On Sicily Victory 





Allied Guns Blazing 
At Italians Across 
Messina Siraits 


By Pvt. PAUL S. GREEN 
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Aug. 20—The pins came out 
of the maps, the flow of com- 
muniques ceased, the breathless 
eyewitness stories petered out, the 
Monday-morning quarterbacks ar- 
| gued back and forth. 

The memorable campaign 
over, 

Sicily has taken its place beside 
Tunisia as a brilliantly successful 
opening blow to the Battle of Eur- 
|upe—a victory scrawled large for 
‘all the world to see and ponder. 

"Well done,” was the message 
that came from the President of 
the United States, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. In a statement to the 
Allied Forces, he spoke the thoughts 
of the United Nations: 
| “All of us are thrilled over the 
|Sicilian campaign now successfully 
| concluded in accordance with the 
timing and planning of the Allies. 
. The events of the past 38 
days show what can be done by 
|teamwork based on_ preparation, 
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Goering Mourns Loss Damaging Air Blows 


|road in from: Maison Blanche were training, timing, and above all, gal- 
the first things I noticed after re- lantry on land, on sea and in the 
turning to North Africa from cov- air.” 


Of Luftwaffe ‘Spirit’ 


WITH AMERICAN SECOND 
CORPS IN SICILY (Delayed) 
A personal order from Marshal 
Hermann Goering to his Luftwaffe 
found here on the island reveals 
that the famed "aggressive spirit” 
of the German flyers has disap- 
peared. In this order, the contents 
of which were revealed by an in- 
telligence officer, Goering writes 
in effect that he is “ashamed” of 
the Luftwaffe for no longer "loving 
battle.” The order was written 
sometime in July. 


Hull, Eden Join 
Quebec Meeting 


President Roosevelt and Prime 
Minister Churchill have concluded 
their military discussions and have 
turned their attention to the sever- 
al large political problems facing 
the Allied governments, it was in- 
dicated in Quebec yesterday. The 
arrival of Secretary of State Cor- 
dell Hull, who joined the govern- 
ment heads and British Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden in Quebec, 
was good evidence that the con- 
ference was ready to iron out af- 
fairs concerning the State Depart- 
ment. 


The quartet who hold the politi- 











Industrial City 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 


and Wellingtons of the NAAF and 
Liberators from the Middle East 


of the Mediterranean air war yes- 
terday and last night when they 
launched a triple attack that 
prostrated the important indus- 
trial city and rail junction of 


cision daylight bombing by a large 
force of Flying Fortresses ac- 
counted for great damage to the 
railway yard, power stations and 
industria: area of the city. 


In the biggest kill since the first 
days of the Sicilian campaign, the 
Forts and their escort of Light- 
ning fighters shot down 34 enemy 
planes in a dogfight that lasted 
more than an hour. Forty to 50 
| fighters came up to oppose the Al- 
ilied formation but, at the end of 
,the fighting, almost all had been 


(Continued on Page 8) 





Rained On Italian | 


struck one of the heaviest blows | 


Foggia in southeastern Italy. Pre-' 


ering 38 days of war in Sicily. 

I also noticed the MP’s almost as 
| quickly as they noticed that I was 
| "out of uniform.” 
| War at the moment seemed far 





| PRAISE FROM EISENHOWER 
| 


And from Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
| hower, Allied Commander-in-Chief 
(in North Africa, came words of 
praise for every Allied soldier who 


away here in the mainland and/had fought the good fight under 


at c'ose quarters. 


told me that Algiers and the 


was very much at war. 


paratroopers and planes had de- 
| livered the punch in Sicily—and a 
| mighty wallop it was—their 
' streng:h had-come from the Yanks 
who manned the North African 
bases. Whose strength in turn had, 
come from the home front via "the | 
bridge of shins.” 
It’s difficult, of course, to think 
of the "big picture’ when the 88's | 
come whamming in, when a 
' sniper’s bullet gets the guy in front 
‘Continued on Page 8) 








cal destinies of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can half of the Big Four—Russ a 
and China are the other half— 
must decide now or later how to 
deal with Italy and Germany on 
their surrender, the Allied position 
on Badoglio’s declaration of Rome 
as an open city and recognition 
of the French Committee of Na- 
tional Liberation. 

Reliable circles in Quebec report- 
ed that the "one thing at a time” 
stage in Allied strategy has ended. 
and that the President and Prime 
Minister would soon give the signal 
for the invasion of Italy. Other 
quarters expected early attacks on 


'persons and families with a son, 


NEW YORK, Aug. 20—The home 
front—at least that segmert repre- 
sented by a cross secticn of this 
metropolitan area—is just as anxi- 
ous that soldiers in Africa and 
Sicily get a picture of events at 
home and civilian problem during 
their absence as they themselves 
are to get all the news about the 
soldiers life and activities overseas. 

Especially is this true of those 


daughter or close relative in the 
armed forces here or on the fight- 
ing fronts. From the questions they 
asked me, I've gotten the impres- 





Europe from the west even before 
the conquest of the Italian main- | 
land is completed. Observers in; 
Quebec seem convinced that 4a; 
major blow must be struck at Ger- 





ther details shortly. 








(Continued on Page 8) 





sion that they think soldiers carry 
mental pictures of civilians liv:ng 
the life of Reilly, drawing fat 
weekly paychecks which they don’t 
know what to do with, complaining 
about the lack of meat and butter, 


Folks At Home Take 
War Seriously, Too 


By T-Sgt. JOHN M. WILLIG 
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 





feel like it and carrying on much 
as though war didn’t ex'st. 

Why they should hold this dis- 
torted picture in the first pace is| 
significant. For one thing the 
American people seem a great deal 
more “propaganda” conscious now 
than a year ago. Not only has th2 
word been drummed into their 
senses by newspapers and radio re-| 
porting enemy propaganda bioad- 
casts, but recent domestic quarrels | 





I realized then that while men |} 
of the lst, 3rd, and 45th Divisions | 
and other units supported by tanks, 


TERS, Aug. 20—Flying Fortresses there came the natural resentment | his direction: 
that anyone feels who has seen war | 
[troops have done everything the 


Yet, a more comprehensive look | best 


whole of North Africa, as a supply | 


base and communications center, | 
| away and was replaced by oppos- 


“It’s a real victory, and our 
troops in the world would 
have done, and that includes all 
three services.” 


The rumble of the guns died 


ing artillery snarling at each other 
across the narrow Straits of Mes- 
sina. Troops of the United Nations 
are now closer than ever before 
to enemy territory: three miles of 
the most uncomfortable stretch of 
water in the world today. Allied 
gunners pounded the Italian main- 
land, Allied Naval cannon poured 
their shells into Italian evacuation 
ports, Allied planes swarmed over 
the skies of southern Italy--giv- 
ing the enemy no chance to rest 
before the next blow falls. 

The curtain fell on a_ historic 
Tuesday morning this week, Aug. 
17, when Yanks of the 3rd Divi- 
sion, who had smashed into the 
outskirts of Messina at 2000 hours 
the evening before, swept through 
the streets of the last Axis toe- 
hold on the island against scat- 
tered opposition. They weré soon 
joined by the Tommies of the 4th 
Armored Brigade. 

The score is not completely to- 
talled yet, and may not be for 
some time, but the latest official 
results proved the magnitude of 
the victory in black and white. 

HEAVY ENEMY LOSSES 

Of 405,000 Axis troops in Sicily, 
the enemy lost 167,000 in killed, 
wounded and captured up to Aug. 
10; 135,000 were on the prisoner 
list, including about 6,000 Ger- 
fmans; and losses in killed and 
wounded reached 32,000,. 24,000 of 
them Germans. 

These figures do not include the 


among government agencies and many thousands of Italians who 
bureaus and between bureaus and took the easy way out and de- 
civilian newsmen has brought it serted by changing into civilian 
sharply to their attention that Clothes, or the many Germans who 
propaganda can be used both ways.| Were sent to a watery grave dur- 
Many people also appear con- jing their flight across the Straits 
fused and uncertain in their Of Messina. 
thoughts over the rapid and some-| Excluding the final week of 
times startling changes in news fighting, the Axis lost 260 tanks 





staying home from work when they 


events and again seem hopelessly | #nd 502 guns destroyed or cap- 
(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2) 
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Flashes From 
The Front 


COLUMNIST ERNIE PYLE, wearing his familiar fatigue uniform. 
was approaching army headquarters when stopped by a husky MP. 
"Hey, soldier, where's your leggins,” he bawled and without waiting for 
an answer started writing out a ticket: 

“Name!” 

Pyle,” said the slight elderly columnist. 

"How'da spell it?” 

"p-y-l-e.” 

*First name?” 

Ernie,” said Ernie. 

The MP looked for chevrons and found none. "Private, huh.” 

"No, war correspondent.” 

"Oh.” The MP thought @ moment. "Well, in that case—” And he 
tore up the ticket. 








- om o 
"CHOWHOUND,” A VETERAN of 19 missions, is missing and his 
crewmates, stationed at an advanced North African air base, are 
mourning. “Chowhound,” was an enthusiastic flyer and used to ride 
in the tail gun position with his pal, Cpl. Rolfe S. Waterman, engineer- 
gunner from Evansville, Ind. He used to wear a parachute normally 
designed to convey equipment. On his 19th mission he decided 
tu go forward to see if the rest of the crew was on the beam. As he 
went through the waist, the waist gunner opened fire on an enemy 
plane. Quite understandably, “Chowhound” jumped—and fell through 
the opposite gun window. Now "Chowhound” is missing, because, being 

a black and white fox terrier, he couldn’t pull the rip cord. 
- . 


S-SGT JACK E. ENDERLE is in personnel supply of a heavy 

bombardment group and his brother, Sgt. Thomas Enderle, is with 
a railroad batialion. Recently, while on pass, they happened to meet 
in cne of the larger cilies and discovered that not only were they 
stationed near each other but that Tom was a conductor on a train 
which runs by the bivouac area of the Fortress group. Now, when the 
train passes the area, conductor Tom has the engineer sound a 
‘brotherly blast on the whistle. Not long ago a letter from home in- 
tended for Enderle in the Air Corps was sent to Enderle in the 
railroad outfit. The delivery was simple: the letter was tied to a lump 
of coal and thrown off at the brother's bivouac area. 


on oe wo 

A P-40 WARHAWK GROUP, which recently scored five victories 
on its 10¢th mission to bring its total of enemy planes destroyed to 100 
on its 100th operational day, has now celebrated its first anniversary. 
In 59 escort missions made by this group over North Africa, Sicily and 
Sardinia, more than 1,000 bombers were covered—and not one was lost 
due to enemy aircraft action. Although the group’s motto is, "We don't 
have any heroes and we don’t want any,” it carries on its rolls three 
aces. They are Maj. Robert L. Baseler, of Columbia, Gonn., the group 
commander; Capt. Ralph G. Taylor, Durham, N. C., and Lt. Walter B. 
Walker, Stamford, Conn. 
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FYETIE "SPECIAL SERVICES” has “presented” a phonograph, 
with assorted American, German and Italian records to a Yankee 
155 mm. battery. That is, the record player was found in an Itatian 
dugout, explained Cpl. Robert H. Shaw, of Fort Mills, S. D. The choice 
of records being what they are the field. artillerymen have selected 
"The Bugle Call Rag,” "The Stein Song” and "Giuochi di Polo” as 
the big three in their hit parade. This swing session goes on continu- 
ously, pausing only for fire missions or when counter-batiery shrap- 
nel is breaking over their heads. 

a eo om 


THE LAST TRIP OF THE SHARK, a B-26 Marauder, was over 
the Milo Airdrome near Trapani, Sicily. Piloted by Lt. John B. 
Stumm, The Shark ran into flak that came up in box barrages to 

. make the sky look like it was covered wiih a black cloud. The Shark 
was riddled with anti-aircraft fragments. One big chunk caught the 
right motor but it kept on producing power. A piece of steel whirled 
through the left wing and neatly clipped the hydraulic lines that 
control the landing gear and brakes. Other pieces tore through the 
fuselage and tail. Coming in over their home field Lt. Stumm told 
his co-pilot, Lt. James A. Weir, of Senatobia, Miss. to lower the | 
wiieels, but nothing happened. They tried the emergency system and | 
the right wheel came down—which is worse than none at all. Lt. 
Clifford C. DeCuir, of Shreveport. La., Sgt. William H. Bowen, of 
Bramwell W. Va., Sgt. Clyde L. Burtt, of Birmingham, Ala., and 
S-Set. Arvel L. Clark, of Kirbyville. Texas, "padded” themselves in 
the. radio compartment and The Shark came in for the landing— 
its last. She touched the ground and started rolling along the runway. 
The left wing hit the ground, crumbled, the plane turned left, the 
right motor touched the ground as the right wheel was sheered 
away. The tai] hit and broke off, landing 50 feet away—but the 
crew walked away from The Shark without a scratch. | 

2s - a 


THE SICILIAN PEASANT’S mu’‘e-drawn cart is no matter-of- 
fact conveyance. Almost all the carts are brightly painted with bibli- 
cal scenes. On the axles of some of them are carved sich scehes as 
The Last Supper. One white bearded farmer, carrying a load ol 
watermelons, had the sides of his cart painted with pictures et an- 
cient Romans relaxing in their courtyards at Pompeii. His mule, like 
all the other hard-working mules who draw peasant carts, wore a 
briliant plume of red and green crepe paper. 
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IN EVERY FASCIST headquarters cleared out by the 1st Intantry 
Division you can read the famous pledge of the Fascist party, promi- 
nently displayed on the wall, usually under the picture of the ex- 
Duce. The pledge reads: "I swear to follow without discussion the 
orders of the Duce and to serve with a'] my strength and, if necessary, 
with my blood the cause of the Fascist revolution.” Perhaps,” savs 
Cpl. William Holloway, interpreter from Bryn Mawr, Pa., "this pledge 
is what makes it so easy for us to take over a town. The Fascists are 
scld On us because we don’t pledge them to anything. We just tel: 
them to wait and see.” 

e 7 - - 
. BEES IN A BOMBER, That's what T-Sgt. Eddie Lake, of Men- 
ahga, Minn., found in his B-25 the other day at an advanced base 
in North Africa. Eddie climbed into his plane and was tinkering 
around with the controls when he noticed a coup'e of bees on the 
window panels. Looking down, he saw the whole family—a complete 
Swarm. Being an old farmer, the situation didn’t faze him one bit. 
His crew swears that he played with them the whole morning. With 
only gloves as protection. Eddie scooped them up and now has them 
comfortably fixed in a 200-lb. bomb fin box. Plans are being made to 
use the honey—if and when. 

' © ee Sd 

"IF ALL UNTRIED DIVISIONS committed to action fight as 
well as the 45th we won't have to worry”—a high-ranking general 
not from the 45th. e 

- cs a 

A SHELL LANDED 15 feet from Set. Michael Bozovich, of Pitts- 
burgh, in the valley of "no-man’s land” between Cerami and Troina. 
The blast blew the combat engineer into the air and he came down 
with a thump, unconscious but otherwise unhurt. He was rushed to 
a field hospital as "shellshocked.” One day later Set. Bozovich 
was on the road, hitching a ride back into action. Not that he 
particularly relished being under German artillery fire again but 
above all he didn’t want to be transferred out of the infantry outfit 
to which he is attached. Bozovich was afraid that if he remained 
in the hospital another day his pals woukd have moved on and he 
would be transferred to some “eight-ball” gang. Although his job 
as a front-line engineer is to keep the roads open for those who 
fellow the advanced elements, Bozovich says when there is no bridge 
$© repair, he joins the doughboys and fights. 





| streets. It must have been fairly |ery’s British 8th Army, which in- 











Engineers Praised 
By Gen. Eisenhower 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
TERS — Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-/| tured. During the entire campaign, 





the engineers who paved the way/or desiroyed on the ground and 
for advancing troops in the diffi- in the air. 
cult Sicily terrain by almost mir- A tremendous amount of equip- 
aculous reconstruction of demol-| ment was taken including a num- 
ished roads and bridges, and clear-| per of giant MK-VI tanks in good 
ing of minefields. working order, but these and great 
Sparing no words to show his | quantities of supplies are still be- 
appreciation, Gen. Eisenhower per- ing collected. 
mitted correspondents to quote 
this estimate of their work: 
"Only through the engineers has 
the end of the campaign come so 
quickly.” 


FOLKS AT HOME 


‘Continued from Page 1) 


defeat meant the destruction of 
an entire army, the fifth army 
washed down the drain of war. 
The Ist, 5th and 10th Armies 
crumbled in Tunisia, the 8th was 
blasted to bits by the Russians, 
and the 6th disappeared in Sicily. 
Allied officers believe the 6th 
| had been composed of two corps, 
lost in the maze’ of conflicting | Which a aa = 
statements and reports issued DY | and 150 tanks. a 
some politicians and government | Gutein oll enated we 0 
s e i gton. en s “ 
ee ea the or Seon oa visions, not a bad haul for a 38- 
, | day operation on Italian soil. The 


i hi r the current ‘ 
ocenties to tes ever © vast majority of Axis troops evac- 


rational furore of . drafting pre- | ‘ 
on ; if the |Uated over the straits were Ger- 
Pearl Harbor fathers. Asked if mans; probably the. few Ftallanc 


é ted ing tl . : ‘ 
a as Se able to leave included higher of- 
, ficers of 6th Army headquarters. 


"There have been a lot of. an- 
nouncements that have been con-| The Allies added up their cas- 
|fused. It’s out of my bailiwick.” ge and announced that in kill- 
ed, wounded, missing and prison- 
omgargs — ;, |ers, the British lost 11,834 men, 
As a result of all this, the public laud thee Ammestenmn $200 caem. Pue- 
| has become shaky concerning what sumably tang of the wininn Wil 
| they read and hear. So now people | ; 
: - af jturn up, but others will be added 
apparently aren’t quite sure that | : 
| : a. | tO the list of dead and wounded, 
| the news sent to soldiers overseas ; : 
tony - and the total is expected to be 
|isn’t glossed and touched up like | spout 25,000. 
a bad photog: arh to remove the | Allied losses in equipment in- 
disturbing elements or even 0) cided 103 tanks, 251 guns and 274 
withhold them entirely. But just | planes. 
as they Gemand a'l the news of the |" Canadian casualties until Aug. 4 
|battlefronts, good or bad, so they |reached 1,895 officers and men. 
‘feel that soldiers must be given all | This was divided into: killed—25 
bw news from home, even if un- | officers and 360 men: wounded— 
favorable, if the men are to recross | 199 officers: and 1,100 men; and 
|the bridge from the army to civil- | missing—10 officers and 300 men. 
ian life successfully and_ intelli- Thoughts went back to that 
gently when the war ends. never-to-be-forgotten morning of 
They tell you that rationing | saturday, July 10, when this terse 
doesn’t bring the war closer, NOt announcement was flashed to a 
|when you can walk into almost waiting world: 
l any Menhatten restaurant and get “Allied forces under command of 
a good pre-war meal if you have |General Eisenhower began landing 
the money and aren’t too deman‘- operations on Sicily early this 
ing of the menu. Nor do the hvav- | morning.” 
ier taxes or the khaki-crowded As the general himself explained 
streets or the newspap?r headlines | jt, that was the decisive moment. 
bring the war home as mu has the/Once the landings were success- 
solitary V-mail letier from ove se%s fully completed, when the assault 
or a missin® face at surpertime. divisions arrived on shore sub- 
But I believe even ‘hose the war- |stantially undamaged, the Allies 
families say are indifferent aren't |knew they had won, the Axis rea- 
so deliberately. I went throuch my | lized they had lost. 
first “air raid” in America last The American 7th Army, under 
week when the city held a practice |command of Lt. Gen. George S. 
fest at 5 o’clock in the afternoon at | Patton, Jr.. swarmed up the 
the moment that Manhatten office | beaches west of a point south of 
buildines were diseoreing millions |Ragusa, past Gela, up to Licata. 
of white collar workers into the Gen, Sir Bernard Law Montgom- 





























ebvious to most of them that the /cluded the Canadians, took the 
chances of Germany be‘ng atle to | beaches east of Ragusa, around the 
cnare bombers at this stage of the |tip of the island to Avola on the 
war for a raid on New York were east coast. Both armies were in 
pretty slim ,the 15th Army Group under Gen. 
NINE ARRESTS |Eisenhower and Gen. Sir Harold 
, K |R. L. G. Alexander, Deputy Com- 
Yet, of some 2.700,000 neonle sur- | mander-in-Chief. Their command 
prised by the siren only nine ar- inciuded the Allied Navies under 
rests were mace by the city’s ait agmiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew 
raid wardens of persons failine tO Browne Cunningham, and the Al- 
take shelter according to reeula- jie air arm under Air Chief Mar- 
tions. And one was a woman Wil0 | cna) sir Arthur W. Tedder. 
refused to be detoured from going | Their task made easier by para- 
to the corner grocery to get milk | troopers who were flown over some 
for her haby. _.. {hours before, the Rangers and the 
One New York vapor editor‘ally | ist Division ran into the stiffest 
labeled the test “silly.” but I think | 4xis resistance at Gela, the 45th 
that perhaps for most of the people met some tough fighting before 


hower was lavish in his praise of|1691 enemy planes were captured, | the 


For the Italians the ignominious | 


Sicily Campaign Success 
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;comparatively easy time of it in 
assault on Syracuse and Au- 
gusta, ‘but they soon stalled before 
the superb German defenses at 
Catania. 

After overcoming initial opposi- 
tion, the Yanks knifed through 
Italian units on their way north 
until on July 20 they took Enna, 
Sicily’s central city from which 
roads lead to Catania in the east, 
and to north coast points halfway 
between Palermo and Messina. 
Other American troops swept to- 
ward the west until they took Pa- 
lermo, first city of the island, on 
July 22, cutting Sicily in half. At 
their leisure they overran the 
western coast, occupying Marsala 
and Trapani. 

The temporary stalemate on all 
three fronts was broken when the 
Briiish on Aug. 6 broke into Ca- 
tania, smashing the southern end 
of the enemy’s Mt. Eina line. The 
next day the Ist Division - took 
Troina. The morning after that 
Yanks on the north coast sprouted 
water-wings in a daring amphibi- 
ous raid that brought them be- 
hind enemy lines. 

The landing from the sea took 
the Germans completely by sur- 
prise, and they offered no resist- 
ance as the raiders were joined 
by the main body of troops who 
captured Santa Agata. San Fra- 
tello fell about the same time. 

The last heavy fighting took 
place before Randazzo, north of 
Mt. Etna. Americans and British 
joined forces for an all-out as- 
sault on the town, which finally 
fell on Aug. 13. The taking of 
Randazzo was likened to the cap- 
ture of Tunis and Bizerta because 
it was the last strongpoint of the 
Axis in Sicily, and its capture 
forced the rapid retreat of the 
enemy along both coastal roads. 
About this time the 7th Army 
pulled off another sea landing in 
the north. The Germans were 
waiting for the raiders, but they 
couldn’t do much more than of- 
fer some opposition before retiring. 
This cleared the Cape Orlando re- 
gion, and the Americans raced 
ahead at top speed with their eyes 
on Messina. The British pushed up 
the east coast road. 

The final hours were enlivened 
by additional amphibious features. 
The 7th Army readied all plans 
for’ a third raid in the Milazzo 
region, but it was called off at 
the last moment when it was dis- 
covered American forces already 
controlled the area. It was pre- 
maturely announced as _ having 
been carried out. But the British 
held a sea raid of their own be- 
lov Messina, mainly in an effort 
to avoid a demolished stretch of 
road. < 
And so the end came. America 
artillery smashed into Messina, 
covering the advance of the first 
patrols who made their way into 
town at 2000 hours Monday, Aug. 
18. Troops of the 3rd Division were 
eccompanied by units of the 45th. 
The next day it was all over. 
What had the victory accom- 
plished? According to Gen. Eisen- 
hower: 

Sicily has been occupied for 
use as a base; 

Our Mediterranean sea routes 
have been protected; 

Enemy air bases have been 
captured; 

Morale of the Axis soldier 





it meant ten minutes when tbey | taxing Comiso, while the 3rd cap- 
could almost share the real war tyreq Licata. To, Rvitich bod o 
and feel a little closer to it. Not to 


was damaged because he was 
beaten on his home grounds. 





enemv planes end bombs but to 
conditions everseas. 

Civilian America as seen from 
here, is ready and willine to under- 
fo any test to hasten victory and 
brine the soldiers home quicker. 
But they want something cleared 
up. For example, thev want it 
known that the maiority of fam- 
ilies. even those whose incomes 
stem from the war plants, are not 
rolling in money, as they think the 
soldiers believe, unless there are 
several in the family working. 
White collar workers now call 
themselves “The New Poor.” 

They want it known that they 
aren't complaining about being de- 
prived of certain foods shipped to 
soldiers. although they’ve raised 
the roof in one or two cases where 
the government-stored food for 
soldiers has spoiled and _ been 
thrown away. 

Above all they want no wall of 
misunderstanding between the bat- 
tlefront and the homefront. As 
one father from White Stone, 
Long Island, wrote: i ; 

"I'm a father. 56 years old. My ee a ™ 
son, T-4 Floyd Cravath, is in Sicily,| - 

I believe. I see in the paper that 
you have been sent here by Stars 
and Stripes of Africa to write up 
us civilians. That is very good 
news, indeed.” 








End Of The Road 
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THEY DROVE BY NIGHT TO MESSINA 








Boot For Piussolini — 2 





ME FACE IN THE ‘FRAME belongs to Mussolini and the foot in 


C. Begevich, who arrived this 


the GI shoe is the property of Sgt. John aot 
4 


week in Messina with the first Yank Ah, to reach the town. 
Begevich doesn’t think much of the ex-Du 
Vernon Wessman, of Plymouth, Cal. As 
and catchphrases of Mussolini posted on buildings by Benito’s repre- 
sentatives are now being scrubbed off and torn down, 


, nor does his friend Cpl. 
in other Sicilian towns, pictures 


"Second Wind’ Carried Tired 
Yanks To Their Final Prize 





We could hear the shells shriek | 
—our shells—and we could sec the| 
Jerry ammunition train still burn- 
ing, the fast-growing forest fire in 
the nearby hill, the bumper-to- 
bumper convoy of trucks filled | 
with waiting troops, the sweat-| 
|/soaked doughboys catching a short | 
|Sleep on the side of the road—we | 
could see all this under the flood- | 
light of a full, fat moon as our! 
jeep raced along in a midnight} 
ride to Messina. 

This was the last lap, the 38th! 


"Stars and Stripes” 
staff writers, S-Sgt. Raph G. 
Martin and S-Sgt. Jack 
Foisic, whe covered the 
American forces through the 
Sicilian campaign, entered 
Messina together. Then they 
sat down with a typewriter 
and put their heads together 
to tell the story of the last 


Two 


day of the Sicilian campaign. There || Axis hold on Sicily. Their 
was a certain eagerness, a second |{| dialogue on Messina follews, 
wind, “od oe — gh fiers Sgt. Martin’s account ap- 
man wien stands on te Orink . P . 

of complete victory. This was ai} Pearns in light face type, 
brink, this last ridge which hud- Sgt. Foisie’s in italics. 


was something about the way he 
said it that annoyed some of the 
Brooklyn boys in the crowd. 

They brought out wine that was 
very good and when you told them 
you were from San Francisco they 
mumbled something about Clark 
Gable and Jeanette MacDonald and 
brought out an orange wine that 
was better. They seemed to have 
a deep affection for ’Francisco; 
Messina has suffered three major 
earthquakes, the first in 1693, then 
1783 and the worst in 1908. They 
have since built their . buildings 
flat and squat to cut down loss of 
life in any future disaster. But a 
new kind of disaster struck—the 
bomb. 


Pile Of Rock 











_|dles protectingly around the Ho-| 








meric port of Messina. There are | 
Yanks in the hills as well as on} 
the road that winds’ sharply) 
through the dark hills. A Ranger 
battalion is on our right flank, 
the crack amphibious battalion of 
the 3rd Division, now landbound, 
on the left. Neither will share the 
glory of being first into town; both 
will be remembered in the opera- 
tion journal of that final night. 


Ghostlike Towns 


| over before we moved into Messina. 
| They were met by plenty of flak. 
| You could see the tracer, dazz ling 
bits of light curving up into the 
blackness silvered by a full moon. 
Then came the big white flash as 
the bomb struck, then the thunder 
of the detonation. We thought the 
flak was being sent up from the 
Messina beaches. 

"Hell, plenty of stuff to fight 
yet,” muttered Pfc. Roger Hall, of 





—Photo by Hgnsen, Look 





‘Long Toms’ Begin 


Battle 


Of Italy 





WITH AMERICAN TROUPS IN 
NORTHEASTERN SICILY (De- 
layed) —The Battle of Italy a 
at 26 minutes before noon 
Monday when the first pB- 
artillery shell landed in Villa San 
Giovani, important railway and 
ferry terminus on the Italian 
coast. 

While the Sicily show was still 
in the last scene of the last act, 
the Number One 155 mm. “Long 
Tom” of D Battery of a unit of 
field artillery, was pushed up 
ahead into an advance position, 
it’s nose pointed over Messina into 
Italy. 

You stood on your toes, your 
mouth hanging open, your fingers 
in your ears to relieve the con- 
cussion as the regimental colonel 
pulled the lanyard which released 
the hammer, hit the primer, shot 
the flame through the vent into 
the powder and high-pressured 
the shell about 15 miles onto the 
soft shoe of Italy. 


99 More Rounds 


"That's it,” said gunner corpor- 
al Peter Volpe, Cambridge Mass. 
But Volpe and everybody else were 
too busy for further comment. 
They had to shove in more shells, 
pull more lanyards. There were 99 
more rounds, all marked special 
delivery, waiting to hit roads and 
bridges up and down the Italian 
coastline, before the day was over. 


To get into this particular po- 
sition, several thousand yards be- 
hind the advancing recon, the 
"Long Tom” had to be squeezed 
through a courtyard, under a tun- 
nel. A special demolition detail, 
under S-Sgt. M. R. Solie, Cornell, 
Wis., hacked away at the two 


brick posts at the yard entrance} ings 


and then smoothed off the job 
with a one pound stick of dyna- 
mite. That got the tractor and 
gun almost through the tunnei 
where they were blocked by a tall 
fir tree. 


Tractor driver, Cpi. William 
Guest, Pranklin, N. C., crashed 
the tractor headon to the tree, 

























tile; Pvt. Buster Williams, Homer- 


gun; Pvt. Robert Sears, George- 
town, Ind. and Pvt. Roswell 
Head, Jacksonville, Fla., rammed 
home the charge; Pvt. Robert 
Watson Lorain, Ohio, helped out 
the ammo corporal and Pfc. El- 
bert Keel, Atoka, Tenn., showed 
the colonel how to pull the lan- 
yard that sets off the whole bus- 
iness 


Greater Range 


Up.to 1940, the Army still used 
the old French-made, World War 
I GPF model of the 155 rifle. But 
our recently test-passed American 
counterpart has greater range (15 
miles), greater traverse (60 de- 
grees) and greater mobility (soft, 
pneumatic tires) than the old 
French model. It was in the Med- 
jez El Bab sector that the British 
nicknamed the gun, "Long Tom,” 
and it stuck. 

"That was a warm-up before 
we hit Italy,” said Cpl. Volpe. Voi- 
pe has a pretty little doll, pasted 
on a straw base, which hangs 
from the gunsight. "Pat is our 
goodluck charm,” Volpe explained. 
"That and our little dog.” The dog 
Was a piece of rope, skillfully 
twisted and shaped. 


About fifteen minutes before 
the gun made history some of 
the boys trooped over and scrib- 
bled names and messages on the 


Shell Some of them were ”To 
Hitler with Love,” ”Finnegan 
from the Bronx,” "Betty and 
Brenemson.” 


The Stars and Stripes message 
printed on the shell was, "Greet- 
. how are the printing 
facilities in Rome?” 

—R.M. 


Pvt. Joseph Talar, Albany, N. Y., 
brought cver the 96-pound projec- 


ville, Ga., put the powder in the 


The towns along the way looked 
shadowed and ghostlike. Yesterday 
there were Germans here. Today 
the Jerries had left everything to 
hurry to the beaches, to pile onto 
the barges, to get away from the 
full, final force that was stepping 
down on on them. But there were 
some Heinies who would never get 
to the boats. They lay beside their 
burning vehicles, freshly-dead. 
Their enemy would bury them. Of 
some other Germans, posted in 
back of bridges to stall our push, 
our well-aimed artillery shells had 
not left enough pieces to fill a 
grave. 

German engineers had worked 
until: the last, cutting the road at 
every bridge, every point where a 
manufactured landslide would im- 
Pede our progress. Yank engineers, 
headed by Lt. Robert L. Spring- 
meyer, of Provo, Uiah, worked all 
through the night patching up the 
distruction. Cpl. John A. Peters, of 
Edgar, Wis., with his 13-ton bull- 
dozer, carved out nine bypasses in 
a stretch of five miles.. For explo- 
sives the Yanks were using Ger- 
man Teller mines and Italian TNT. 
"That's one way of getting back 
at them,” mused Lt. Springmeyer. 
At the last busted bridge, we 
left the jeep and walked down the 
gully to the road fork. "And where 
in the hell do you think you're 


going?” asked the tired-looking 
MP. 

"To Messina,” we answered 
brightly 


"Listen, bud, there ain’t nobody 
in Messina yet,” he said. "We're 
still waiting for the patrol to get 
back. So will you please get the 
hell off the read.” 


Weapons Move Up 

We got off the road just as a 
heavy weapons company moved up, 
flanking off on the right fork into 
the hills. Then, like the others 
around us, we wrapped ourselves in 
blankets and flopped down near the 
road for a quick nap. 

The sound of the erplosion woke 
us up. We didn’t know it then but 
the racket came from the Italian 
shore. Our bombers were giving 
their shore batteries a good going- 


- 





Los Angeles, a reconnaissance scout. 
So he climbed on his cycle "Eva” 
and moved on up the road toward 
Messina. The infantry, in two silent 
files, also resumed their march and 
the vehicles jollowed as fast as the 
engineers could find a way for 
them. 


Bombers Back 


Dawn came quickly. Together 
with the first signs of light the 
bombers were back again to soften 
any enemy setup that might still 
be waiting for us. We could see 
the flak puffs more clearly now 
but they were still wide of mark. 


As we pushed ahead, we passed 
two more blown-up bridges. The 
first was a thorough job, would 
delay us almost an hour. The sec- 
ond was a sloppy demolition, 
would hardly slow us down more 
than 15 minutes. There was an- 
other patrol going towards town 
and we tagged along. Walking 
with them, we saw the litter of 
vehicles, ammunition, papers. Then, 
rounding a curve, we saw Italy. 


Only a thin stream of water 
seemed to separate the island from 
the mainland. Its dark bulk was 
ominious and threatening for we 
knew the coastline was bristling 
with guns. When would they open 
up? It was strange, this conquest. 
We had won Sicily and yet Sicily 
would not be entirely ours until 
we had those guns across the 
Straits of Messina. "Hell, might 
just as well go right on over now,” 
said one enthusiastic reconnais- 
sance “point” section leader, Sgt. 
John C. Begovich, of Plymouth, 
Calif. But distances are deceptive 
in the early light. 

We walked slowly around the 
ribbon of a road feeling a little 
uneasy, knowing that a Jerry OP 
on the high ground across the 
water could easily spot us. But 
nothing happened and four miles 
later we were at the edge of town 
saying hello to Joe Giuseppe who 
had lived in Buffalo. Niagara Falls 
and Altoona, Pa. And when we 
asked him about Brooklyn, Joe 
said in his chopped-up English, 
"Me never live in Brooklyn.” There 








Messina no longer had anything 
left worth bombing. It was just a 
pile of rubbled rock where build- 
ings used to be, where people used 
to live. But as we came in, life 
had come back to the rubble. The 
people were streaming out of their 
caves, marching through the streets 
yelling and cheering, drowning out 
their small band whose members 
were fiercely playing on their bat- 
tered instruments. In the back 
Streets, we could see old people 
and kids and pregnant women 
loaded down with sacks of flour 
and boxes of canned goods. Too 
long starved, they had broken into 
an Italian Army warehouse, al- 
most rioting, grabbing as much as 
they could carry. The slow-moving 
human convoy was a picture of 
the worst of war. 

We went up to the garrison bar- 
racks where the food had been 
stored. The priests, fearful lest the 
citizens get entirely out of hand, 
were doling out Italian shotguns 
that looked like toys to the few 
troops who had arrived. It was @ 
rather needless precaution; the 
doughboys quieted the people 
without much more than a scowl. 

They were a warm, friendly, im- 
pulsive people. Like the two women 
who took out their clean hand- 
kerchiefs to wipe the sweat off 
our faces. And the way they in- 
sisted that we take their figs and 
almonds and sour grapes. And the 
way they walked beside us, touch- 


ing us, staring and_ smiling. 
"Americano here no more 
bombing . . . no more war,” one 


of them said. 


Holiday Harness 

Vehicles had not yet reached the 
city and the only transportation 
were carts towed by mules, wear- 
ing their holiday harnesses. The 
jouncing wagons looked too hard 
on an already jeep-sore bottom; 
we finally picked up an abandoned 
truck driven by a jovial native. 
Knowing Americans he started out 
at breakneck speed, flying over the 
bomb craters. We thumbed through 
half an Italian dictionary without 
finding the command "slow down.” 
Finally someone shouted "Damn it, 
bud, take it easy.” He understood. 
Three Messina citizens, in ap- 
parent imitation of "The Spirit of 
16,’ came marching down the 
main street, carrying the American 
flag. On the field of blue was 
pinned the Union Jack. The ban- 
ner of the United Nations? 
Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., 
commanding the American 7th 
Army entered Messina at 1045. So 
did shells from the Italian main- 
land. 








Sicily Is Dead 


Long Live Sicily 





bending it until it broke, then 
cleared out a passage for the big 
gua to roll in. After that it was 
just a matter of digging in the 
two stee: spades, one under each 
back-corner of the gun (which 
absorbs 80 percent of the shock 
of the shooting) and lowering the 
center bogie to give it a triangular 


suspension. 


Once the 15-ton gun was set 
solid. Sgt. Elmer Wilbert, Butler, 
Pa., chief of section, alerted the 
gun, got it correctly sighted and 
called his gunner corporai, Volpe 
and his ammo corporal, John 
Rhoste, Natchitocha, La. They, 
turn, issued the orders to their 
twelve cannoneers who make up 
the crew. Pvt. Mike Congelo, 
Plainfield, N J. and Pvt Ray- 
mond Meyers, Ridgley, Tenn., took 
care of the elevation; Pvt. Stan- 
ley Scheck, Sheboyan, Wis, and 





in |spoke to them in French you were 


WITH AMERICAN TROOPS 
IN MESSINA (Delayed)—The end 
came quietly.on the 38th day of 
invasion—Sicily is dead, long live 
Sicily. 

American intanirymen entered 
Messina at 0530 Aug. 17; British 
tankmen came in from the south 
four hours later. Neither army en- 
countered any resistance once the 
dawn had come‘and the city was 
in sight. 

The people were glad to see the 
Yanks and called them English- 
men. There was a good deal of 
confusion over nationality. If you 


a French-American; in Italian, a 
Sicilian-American. You were never 
just plain American. The people of 
Messina seem very well-informed 
on the American melting pot. 

American is a foreigner, is 


No Germans were seen in town, 


at least not in uniform. Last- 
minute evacuation drew American 
artillery fire, but otherwise the 
Boche had gotten away. He had 
left a lot of stuff behind, however. 
His vehicles of every description 
jammed the last four miles of 
highway and his gear littered the 
rroad all the way inte town. 


Messina was dead. Allied bomb- 
ers had done as good a job as the 
1908 earthquake which in thirty 
seconds destroyed the entire city, 
killing 84,000 of their 120,000 peo- 
ple. Allied bombers had taken 
longer (three months and more 
of intermittent visits, and had 
killed far less. But the overall 
damage must have been as great 
—every building was pockmarked 
by shrapnel, deserted and looted. 








it not so?” they said 


The harbor area was flattened. 


and into the cave. Messina, of 


Much of the city’s population 
had hidden in a-giant cave located 
near—sic!—an ammunition depot. 
Now they were coming out to greet 
the conquerors. 


The people of Messina come out 
and give the Yankee doughboy the 
usual handclapping, wine, sour 
grapes and "hya, Joe.” The Yan- 
kee doughboy, the tension off, be- 
gins to feel his all-night march. 
He mutters a return "Bon Journo” 
and looks about for a place to sit 
down. 

The people start back to their 
homes, hungry but easy in mind 
for they no longer need fear the 
bombers. And then the first Ger- 
man shell from the Italian main- 
land breaks into the city. 

There is a mad headiong race 
by the people back into the hills 





ancient glory and modern tala- 
mity, must continue to feel the 
horror of war, until not only Sicily 
but Italy as well are in Allied 
hands. 


"That’s Italy over there,” ex- 
claims Pvt. Arthur Fenstad, of 
Little Marais, Minn. "No, can’t be. 
Why hell, I could swim across to 
that island,” countered Sgt. John 
C. Begovich, of Plymouth, Calif. 

But it is Italy over there, two 
miles away. Through field glasses 
you can pick out a multitude of 
landing barges that carted the 
enemy from Sicily. You sense the 
hundreds of guns pointed your 
way, eyeing you. 

Only a thin fence of water sep- 


arates from Hitler's men. 
"Hell, let’s keep on going, right 

on over,” said Sgt. Begovich. 
‘ . —JF. 
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STAFF The swagger stick is on the way 0 
Officer in Ch Lt. Col. Egbert White , . 1s n 
— Capt. Robert Neville |OUt. This time-honored | military a 
Business Manager Capt. Robert J. Christenson | institution which for so long was ti 
Managing Editor M-Sgt. David Golding such an integral part of every 
Naval Representative Lt. (j.g.) F. RB. Kent, Jr. | high-ranking officer’s uniform has 5 
“a +l Siaff: 2nd Lt. J A. Burchard T-Sgt enn ts “rr | Geen ovicenty Gheneiss Sr css E 
Mertas State: Sa _ comes S. Sevens — ee — = duration. Time was when the 
. Wil -Sgt. 2. , S-Set. , S-Sgt. Stern, , - 
Jona Mi. Wine S-Set" Ralph Gy Martin, S-Sgt" George iakim. s-Set Phi Stern | Swagger slick was, an” essential ‘ 
Pvt. Paul 8. Green, Pvt. John Welsh TIL | prerequisite to the dash, the poise, : 
anit the sophistication of commissioned h 
w——7F (| Officers. But aside from its sar- i 
———4 | torial aspects, it had many other th 
uses to recommend it. "| 
«A an ji The stick was originally devis- . 
(Ae 4 |€d for the sole purpose of keep- a: 
oe. ane is ing an officer's left hand out of a 
his pocket. But the scope of its T' 
f 7 utility soon extended by leaps and 
MERCHANTMEN the Armed Forces. The boys of the| pounds until it became one of the = 
merchant service, regardless Of|moct indispensible objects of an , 
Dear Editor: nationality, have just as much) ofricer’s attire. It was always an . 
I have read that 3,226 Naval ves- — i= as the boys in| aid to good manners. The swag- . 
sels took part in the invasion of Credit. ue. ld like for| 2°" Stick takes the rudeness out of ° 
Sicily, but not once have we seen| 1-4, 5-8, By Ay. ke 10r| pointing and is especially useful Si 
mentioned the number of U. S.| this invasion cant aa ne tad Oy | LOr scratching behind the ear or 
merchant ships that took part in|pe'on hand for any f Py 2in'Y| for making accessible the further- 
the great oliensive nor a line| ion to come y turther inva-| most reaches of the back. We're lal 
about the importance of the cargo william I. Turner |°7TY © see it go. a 34 : ie poe 
they were carrying. Waevens a : ier er 
After all, we did help bring this ree, Play Contest : 10 
maierial over; we helped to un- FAGG ons. patere.. Pay wn e Ra 
load this same cargo at the int uaer ani Oowar ndsay have Th St A d St 
of de-embarkation; and, a aaa , ED OUT been chosen to judge the recently e ar be n r 1pes a 
lose a few of our shipmates. — Editor: announced pone gil written play ° ——— _ 
P onal ‘ All the night through, we strug- | conlest sponsor y the Nation- l h ] ’ 
ah ee vets ane gled over the mountains of Sicily,|al Theater Conference and con- Now Pub 1S e n 1Cl Vv Z 
forces for, aiter all, they have a| #¢TOSs terrain accessible only by | ducted by the Special Service Sec- by 
job, but we have a job to do also. foot, laying wire to the C.O. so tion of NATOUSA. Awards for the ie bri 
Without the cooperation on both that communications, the nerve | winning plays will be distributed By RED MUELLER " 
sides of the ledger, nothing could| line of the attack, could be main- | as follows: Three prizes, one of 100 (NBC Correspondent) wit 
ever be accomplished. However, we | *#ined. dollars, and two of 50 dollars each} aLERMO, Sicily—In the mostjall‘ copy that Capt. Neville and bec 
have not escaped the slam nor the| How we longed for a smoke. . og! P| — running time: spacious Fascist newspape. plant|his staff turned over to them left 
mud-tossing . . . particularly the} just a drag would help. But, no... . to 2 hours. in Sicily, a group of American : tl -” ble 
an. Sane con't, ence Gl dag-light. Come! a. ‘cne-act | age ay ne: Army newspapermen are already ona Gs oom. I've found, — sph 
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ply. In my case, for instance, I ~ our ’K” Ration. So, we just Fift on of 82 on n|land edition of the Army news-| pettin Be gga t ilia 
eep going, keep sweating, with ity pr zes O do ars eac ve ge g any soun news oO any 
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have been going to sea for eight-|,. 
een years, aa hed no oll to| tired legs and weary heads . . 
quit when the going got rough! anticipating the sweet comforting 
, oke in our "K” packs 
In fact, if the records of mer-|*™ ‘ Pp : 
chanitmen were checked; there} Ah, dawn, "Sojer” ...we smoke! 
would be quite a few merchani-| Eagerly we tear at our ”"K’’s to 
men found to be physicaily unfit|get those four precious ’Fags” .. . 
for either the Army or Navy, but|but what do we find . . four 
they are contributing their part|mouldy tubes, worthless, mocking 
us, sneering at us. Sadly, we get 














for short skits and blackouts, run- 
ning time 1 to 10 minutes. 

One prize of 100 dollars for a 
musical comedy. running timé 1 
to 2 hours. 

Authors of promise are to be 
recommended by the judges for 
postwar fellowships and scholar- 
ships contributed as additional 
prizes by leading American col- 
























Beginning with the August 12th 
issue featuring a special article 
from Jack Foisie, the only corres- 
pondent on the amphibious land- 
ing behind the German lines at 
Santa Agata, the new off-spring 
of the Stars and Stripes family 
wilt appear thrice weekly and be 
flown to the frontline troops. 





of rumor. Secondly, they just plain 
miss the feature sprightliness of 
Stars and Stripes. 

" » staff even found enough 
BRaND NEW typewriters to sup- 
ply every man. In fact, Sicily 
seems to be lousy with a number 
of things scarcer than hen’s teeth 
in North Africa. But such is the 
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SONNET Or always win high praise. 
The clear rich cobait skies admire | But when the world is free 
The changing faces of our per-|And lovers go to those they love 
—— _ I know you'll come back to me: 


As fiecks of spray heavenward 


I don’t know when your nights 


I don’t know if you fail at times 


I don’t know when you will return 


—Cpl. Chester 0. Wood 


obtain the rating in question.” 


Recipes 
POTATO SALAD 
(By Sgt. Harold A. Patzke) 

2 cans sweet pickles 

2 cans all-purpose potatoes (dehyd) 

6 doz. eggs. hard-boiled 

Cook potatoes until done, then rinse in 
cold water, add salt and pepper, celery 
salt to taste, add eggs and ground pickl:s 
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dough as for apple turnovers (squares). 
Bake in hot oven, turning on both sides 
—P. Scott-Reed | and making both sides browned. 

Gen, Hosp. —G. M. H. 


Westchester, N. Y., a Red. Cross workef; Tony Romano; Miss Lang- 1ast 
ford; Hope and Capt. George F. Brackett, of New York, who got the mighti 
idea of naming the club after staring lone and hard across the desert. Fou 


k i il what’ - : 
bina ty Fy ne oe Waas drying hides in the noon day sun. 
And all that’s deemed perfection ws 

is a crime. 
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THE SHOEMAKER'S HOLIDAY 





Randazzo Gone, But Old Man 
Could Now Speak His Mind 


WITH AMERICAN FORCES IN 
CENTRAL SICILY, (Delayed)—It 
was a big day for the shoemaker 
of Randazzo. He said there had 
never been another day like it in 
all his 60 years at Randazzo, a 
town in the shadow of Mount 
Etna. 

First, the Americans and the 
Englishm had come into town 
shortly after the sun had risen 
over the lower slopes of the moun- 
tain. He had been expecting us, 
he said, for the Germans had 
looted last night. That was a sign 
that they were going away tc 
stay. 

Secondly, it was quiet in Ran- 
dazzo. There hadn’t been a bomb 
or a shell land in the tow. all day. 
The shoemaker kept looking up 1n 
the sky; he couldn’t believe that 
somewhere behind those clouds 
there wasn’t a silver plane ready 
to drop a black bomb: They had 
come sO many times before. 


Stellar Left End 

You see Rancazzo was the stel- 
lar left end on what may be re- 
corded as the last German de- 
fense line in Sicily. Roads to the 
north, the east, the west and the 
south came together there at 
Randazzo—it is one of the most 
important inland communication 
points in Sicily. Military strategy 
demanded that this road junction 
be smashed and the Allies, with 
their mighty airfleet smashed it 
by burying the road under the de- 
pris of the town. 

The Germans were forced to 
withdraw from their strongpoint 
because there was no strongpoint 
left. Nothing remained but crum- 
bled brick, shattered rock and 


splintered wood. There was not, 
however, the smell of death. Civ- 
ilians had moved out a month 
ago and during the heavier stages 
of the blitz the Germans oper- 





ated in the town only at night. 

Thirdly, the-e was union—or 
rather reunion—in Randazzo. The 
Yank and the Tommy entered the 
town together, side by side, walk- 
ing the same mine-strewn road. It 
was the same: British Eighth Army 
and the same American’ unit 
which had met before, on April 8, 
on the road from Gafsa to Gabes 
in North Africa. 


First To Enter 


The first American unit into 
town was company C of an in- 
fantry battalion commanded by 
Maj. Phillip Tinley, of Baltimore, 
Md. The advanced patrol consist- 
ed of Pfc. Rafael C. Lopez, of Mil- 
lett, Texas; Pvt. Walter J. Smith, 
of Trenton, N. J.; Pvt. Paul E. 
Carter, of Muncie, Ind.; Pfc. Peter 
Plotko, of Elmira Heights, N. Y.; 
Pic. David E. Townsend, of Grace- 
ville, Minn.; and a reconnaissance 
scout, Cpl. Lyndon Marshall. of 
Forbes, N. D. In one of the first 
jeeps to get into Randazzo rode 
Cpl. Jack Miller, of the Bronx, 
N Y., and Pfc. John Dorothy, of 
Ames, Iowa. They had to bypass 
seven blown bridgts in the last 
three miles of road. Three jeeps 





Out of the first five that attempt- 
to run the gauntlet of mines 
did not get through. 
‘The old shoemaker, of course, 
did not mention the joint Anglo- 
American entry for he did not un- 
erstand the significance of it. All 
. fathomed was that there had 
t last come to Randazzo an army 
Mightier than the German. 
Fourthly, the old shoemaker was 





By S-Sgt. JACK FOISIE 


(Special to the Stars and Stripes) 


free to say what he wanted to say 
about Fascism in general and the 
Fascist mayor in particular. He 
said it with great gusto to a very 
interested officer, Lt. Charles B. 
Conick, of Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
T-Sgt. Henry B. Angaigio.a, of 
New Orleans. 

The Mayor, a fellow named 
Vilentzio, was a very rich man and 
the people he governed were very 
poor. It had not been so until Mr. 
Vilentzio became a member of the 
"Squadrista” which was the name 
of the original Fascist ‘organiza- 
tion formed in 1923. 


Fine Uniform 
The citizens of Randazzo still 


regarded Mr. Vilentzio, upon his 
return from Italy, as a 


| the 
|began to fall and the Mayor of 


simple 


}of Randazzo became poorer and 


poorer. 
Anyone who grumbled was taken 


| to Caltanissetta and the jury never 
| failed to give them less than four 


year’s imprisonment. The ple 
began to hate Mr. Vilentzio, said 
shoemaker. Then the bombs 


Randazzo went away. One bomb 
fell through the mayor's roof and 
exposed ‘t to the view of the poor 
people. It was indeed a_ grand 
house, they said. 

Randazzo’s big day was almost 


}over. The sun shone high on the 
|lava slopes of Mount Etna. The 
|\Sammies and the Tommies had 
|Passed by the town to catch the 


retreating enemy. 
Three medics stayed behind to 


farmer :nd poor man ‘like them-| treat the wounded civilians coming 


to have him as Mayor for he wore 
a fine uniform and seemed to get 
along well with the mysterious 
somebodies up above. 


house. He appointed his cousin the 
secretary of the local Fascist party, 


the town banker. They all moved 


selves. However, they were content | 
;men were Sgt. Coy Colwell, of 
|Zavalla, Texas, 
|}Amano, ct New Braunfels, Texas; 


and another cousin became post-|imprinted with 
master. A brother-in-law became |Christ on the Cross. 


back from the hills. The first aid- 


Cpl. Arcadio G. 


and Pvt. Daniel Wall, of Los 


It turned ont that the Fascist | Angeles. To them and to all the 
mayor soon moved into a grand | Allied soldiers who strayed into the 


ruins that was once Randazzo the 
village padre presented scapulars 
the picture of 


The old shoemaker looked very 


into grand houses and the people happy. 





Story Of A 


WITH AMERICAN TROOPS IN 
SICILY—It couldn’t even aappen 
in Hollywood, but it happened in 
a greyish-looking villa in Sicily, 
two miles behind the German 
lines. 

It all started when Ist Lt. Fred 
Thomas walked into a frontline 
first aid station and told S-Sgt. 
Earl Wills: 

"There are two wounded Ameri- 
can soldiers and one badly hurt 
Jerry in a house a couple miles 
behind the German lines. But I 
can take you right where they are. 
Can you come with me?” 

Twenty-two-year-old Sgt. Wills, 
Cahoes, .N. Y., with four years of 


.|regular army behind him, looked 


up at the looey for a long minute, 
"Yeah, sure I'll come,” he said. 


Medics Arrive 

He came up with three other 
medics piled into two jeeps: T-4 
John Packard, Highland Fatis, 
N. Y.; T-5 William Larson, Story 
City, Iowa; and Pvt. Robert Hol- 
den, Rochester, N. Y. 

They raced along the road, far 
in front of our advance troops, 
their Red Cross flags flying and 
finally the looey said, "This is the 
place.” 

Turning left off the highway, 
they came into the courtyard of 
a big, old house and when they 
approached the open door, the 
four medics stared, blinked, stared 
again. Inside the big front room 
there were 18 paratroopers and 
two Germans, all of them armed, 
drinking wine and eating chow 
served by some Italian civilians, 
laughing, having a wonderful 
time. 

When the four open-mouthed 
medics looked at the looey, he 
smiled and then motioned them 
into a back room. In the back 
room. there were three wounded 
soldiers, two Yank, one Jerry. 
Still slightly bewildered py the 
whole thing, the medics dressed 
one Yank’s shattered arm, anoth- 
er’s bullet wounds, and also fixed 
up the Jerry who had shrapnel 
wounds in his arms, legs and 
stomach. They were loading the 
patients onto the litters when the 
looey came up to Wills again. 
"Wait a minute,” he said. "You 
guys are in a pretty hot spot.” 


Double-Trouble 


The looey smilea again. ”There 
are two German Mark VI's park- 
ed in the orchard right in front 
of the house, with their 88's. cov- 
ering the exit. I have to get their 
UK before you can deave.” 


Be'ore Wills could close his 
mouth, the looey had gone out- 
side. 


In the other room the Jerries 
and Yanks were still drinking 
vino, stili smiling at each other 
and kidding the Italian civilians. 

But a few minutes later, the 





party was over and the German 
soldiers trooped ‘nto the back 








Dramatic 


‘Double Deal" With Jerry 


By S-Sgt. RALPH G. MARTIN 
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 


room to say goodbye to their com- 
rade. They made sure he was 
comfortable, reassured him that 
everything would be all right and 
then motioned to the lieutenant. 
"It’s OK now,” said the looey to 
Sgt. Wills. "You can put them 
into the jeep. And in case you're 
stopped by any German patrol, 
the password is "German-lisso.” 
With a wild look in his eye, Sgt. 
Wills walked up to the looey. 
"What the hell goes on here, sir?” 
he asked. "Who's crazy?” 
And so the looey explained. 
That morning the paratroopers 
had brought their two wounded 
soldiers to this Italian villa and 
they were chowing-up and figur- 
ing out their next move. Sudden- 
ly, without knocking a German 
soldier opened the door, walked in 
and politely informed them that 
there were two Mark VI’s hidden 
in the brush outside, with their 
guns focused on the door, so would 
nobody please try to take a walk 
that afternoon. Then he proposed 
a "gentleman’s agreement.” 


The Bargain 

It seems that the two tank 
crews were one of the last few 
Nazi patrols in that sector and 
everybody was pulling out that 
afternoon. Both tanks were out 
of order (except their guns, which 
worked perfectly) so the German 
crews were going to blow up their 
tanks and leave earlier on foot. 
But one of their comrades was 
wounded and needed immediate 
attention and their own first aid 
station had moved ‘way back 
earlier that morning. If the Amer- 
icans would send some one to 
bring back transportation to take 
their wounded comrade to an 
American hospital, the Germans 
would go their way and let the 
Americans go theirs. 

There must be no funny busi- 
ness, the German added. Every- 
body must give his word of honor 
as a soldier and gentleman. Just 
to make sure, of course, the Ger- 
mans would hold the 17 para- 
troopers as forfeit. 

And that’s just what happened. 

When Set. Wills told the story 
to Capt. John Lauten, Glendale, 
Calif., the captain smiled indul- 
gently. "You’ve been working too 
hard, sergeant,” he said. ’’These 
shellshock cases are beginning to 
affect you. That sort of thing just 
doesn’t happen.” 

But the sergeant insisted and 
the captain started checking up. 

First stop, when the American 
troops pushed forward was to drop 
in at the villa. Sure enough, there 
were the two Mark VI tanks, both 
turrets and guns thoroughly de- 
molished. After that, the captain 
hunted up the paratroop lieuten- 
ant, questioned the wounded Ger- 
men prisoner. Everything checked 
and double-checked. 

But, still, when the captain told 
the story, he scratched his head. 

Isn’t it crazy?” he said. 








"baby needs some vino...’ 





Yankee Tint Strong 
In RCAF Squadron 


WITH AMERICAN TROOPS IN 
SICILY—The pilots were bunched 
together in a small, tight circle.On 
the nearby table a victrola blared 
out the scratchy music of some old 
Italian records. But none of the 
pilots were listening. It might have 
been a briefing, but it wasn’t. It 
was a crap game. 

It was a surprisingly quiet crap 
game, almost as restrained as a 
game of bridge. But every once in 
a while, out would pop "Come on 
seven——baby needs a new bottle 
of vino.” Maybe the restraint was 
British, but the expressions were 
from Brooklyn. 

And that’s just what these guys 
vere, British-Brooklyn. As mem- 
ber pilots of the only Canadian 
fighter squadron in this war thea- 
tre, this unit was patterned pretty 
much after the American Eagle 
Squadron in Britain. 

The crap game enced only be- 
cause you could no longer see the 
dots on the dice and _ because 


someone came out of the large 
tent and announced in a_ loud, 
clear voice, "There are only 21 


bottles of vino left.” Then every- 
body made a rush. 


Globe-Trotters 

It’s a mixed bunch, this RCAF 
squadron. The _still-raw pilots, 
fresh from college, still hunting 
for their first “kite”; the hard- 
boiled veterans who have flown 
with everything except angels; and 
the guys who covered the Sicilian 
landings have also been in dog- 
fights in Burma, -China, France, 
Germany, the Battle of Britain. 

Squadron Leader Stanley Turner, 
of Toronto, was in the Batile of 
Britain. In Britain, Turner team- 
ed up with a guy named Bader. 
Bader is the boy who lost both 
legs, put on tin ones and kept 
flying. And when he crashlanded 
in enemy territory and broke his 
tin legs too, the Nazi boys let it 
be known that they would allow 
a British RAF plane to drop a new 
pair for him. 

Together with Bader, Turner 
knocked out a lot of "E” boats. 
But alone, he chalked up a record 
of 14 enegy planes destroyed, 
three probables and six damaged. 


At the Dunkirk show alone he 
shot down three ME’s in a single 
day. They gave him the DFC for 
that. After England, Turner had 
a six months hitch at Malta and 
when he finally took a vacation 
trip on a_ British cruiser, the 
cruiser was torpedoed and Turner 
had a long swim. From there he 
went to the Middle East, took over 
ihis Canaaian squaaron, pushing 
» through Egypt with Montgom- 


That long desert trek was dusty 
and dull. "But that boy Koplitz 
sure helped liven up things,” said 
Jim O’Brien, Princeton, ciass of 


‘42. Johnny Koplitz, one of the 
Yanks in the squadron, strictly 
from East Orange, N. J., is a 


former bandleader who kept things 
pepped up during the dark, lonely 
nights by giving jam session con- 
certs on the piano, clarinet, and 
accordian. 


*Second Tour’ 

Hay, another Yank in the RC- 
AF is really an American-English- 
;man-. Born in the States, Hay was 
brought to England at the age of 
three, finally came back to go to 
Yale. Just as he graduated, war 
broke and Hay rushed up to Can- 
ada and enlisted. He’s already had 
three years of it and so this is 
his "second tour.” He was at El 
Alamein when his plane was shot 
down over the drink and he spent 
11 hours in a dinghy and then he 
waited in a German shell hole 
until the British troops caught up 
to him. 

If Hay is American-British, then 
Sgt. Dack Doyle, only flying ser- 
geant in the outfit, is British- 
American. 

Flight Officer Guy Wood, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., is the only Ameri- 
can-American left in the outfit. 
(Koplitz has recently transferred 
to the U.S. Army Air Force.) 

"I was thinking seriously of 
transferring, along with Koplitz, 
but I’ve been in this squadron a 
long time and all these guys are 
good friends of mine and I really 
like it here,” Wood said. Besides,” 
he added, ’what difference does it 
really make. We're all in the same 
war.” 








WELL 





LT. GEN. CARL A. SPAATZ, commanding general of the NAAF, 


DONE 








congratulates Lt. Col. Leroy A. Rainey on the completion of his 
oy first year in combat, while Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle 


ks on. 


—Photo by Cpl. J. D. Miller 
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MISS NAN HENRY 
Soldier, Is This Photo Yours? 


References are still made to the 
Lost Battalion of World I, and it 
is a safe bet now that soldiers 
and officers, WACs and nurses, 
who made Lost and Found column 
will aiso get special recognition, if 
only because of the vast number 
of them. Already, more than 4,000 
persons have been advertised for 
and the mail bag gets heavier and 
heavier each week. 

Typicai is the short note penned 
on Aug. 2, by Pvt. C. B. Whitman. 
He writes: ” I would like to learn 
the whereabouts of my brother. 
His outfit is in North Africa. I 
haven't heard trom or seen him 
in tive or six years. His name is 
lst Lt. William H. Whitman, ASN 
0-384325.”’ 

The Navy boys—and their of- 
ficers, too— as well as merchant 
marines, who make irregular calls 
at North Africa ports, are keen 
followers of the department. Rare- 
ly in port for more than a week 
or two, they appeal for addresses 
of khaki-wearing kin and not a 
few reunions have been effected. 

Merchant Mariner Clarence 
Clyde Cruickshank, of Belle, W. 
Va., is paging M-Sget. Harry Dewey 
Ceuickshank, last known to have 
been in a cavalry outfit. 

O.vher “lost” brothers include the 
following: (in bold face type) 

Pvt. Robert W. Hanlon — Sgt. 
Joseph I. Hanlon; Pvt. Ernest 
Petrarca—Pvt. Ralph P. Petrarca; 
Cpl. Ralph Stein—Pvt. Eugene 
Stein; Pvt. George Unger—Alfred 
Unger; S-Sgt. James M. McEn- 
tee—S-Sgt. Roy L. McEntee; Lt. 
(jg) William M. Hiil, USN.—Cpl 
Charlie TT. Hill; Pvt. Ignatius 
Stceshenkoff—T-5 Nick J. Stres- 
henkoff; Pvt. Robert B. Richard- 
son—Sgt. John Russell Richard- 
son. 

Four other people wrote in for 
aid in locating brothers-in-law, 
including these: Cpl. Lewis Hen- 
derson—Pvt. William E. Moore; Lt. 
M. de Bary—Pvt Rudotph G. 
Whitten, Jr.; Lt. Evelyn Ostrow— 
Set. Arnold J. Paris; Sgt. R. Mil- 
ton—Cpl. J. Malcolmson, R.A.S.C. 

A few cousins are just as inter- 
ested in the APO’s of kin folk and 
this list has been prepared this 
week: S-Sgt. Marvin L. Shapiro— 
Pvt. Alvin ©. Shapiro, ASN 
32233181; Pfc. Hulett D. Palmer— 
Ist Sgt. Ralph Smith; Pvt. Odell 
Dikes—Pfc. Ludy Dikes; Pvt. Li- 
bratore Cicale—Cpl. Frank Cicale; 
Pvt. J. W. Larkins, Bristol, Fla.— 
Pvt. Perry Strickland; Sgt. Cari 
H. Wright — Pvt. William MH. 
Wright; Set. James Toner—Mar- 
garette Dunderdale, believed to be 
with the WACs. 


AD FOR FIANCEE 


The August 7 issue of The 
Stars and Stripes carried a pic- 
ture story of Lt. Hyman Goldberg 
and 2nd Lt. Luella Martin, of 
North Adams, Mass., of the Army 
Nurses Corps. The fiance of Miss 
Martin spotted the picture and is 
very anxious to get the original 
of the picture as weil as her exact 
address. He didn't give his name, 
but she probably can supply that. 

The following buddies, separat- 
ed by the destinies of the North 
African campaign are advertising 
for mailing addresses this week: 

Set. Bedros Norehad—Sgt. Bar- 
nett French; Sgt. Stephen Seston- 
ovich—Segt. David Collin; Cpl. 
Michael Martino, who wants any 
of his Atlantic City pals to write; 











| Events 


| 6. - 





Sound off. Step up and claim the 
following bundles from Heaven and 
|then begin passing around the 
‘cigars. Special cablegrams have 
| brought news of the birth of 54 
| prospective WAC’s and West Point 
| or Annapolis grads. They include 
| the following: 


| Pyt. Franklin J. Wahl, Jr., Dennis 
Richaru born July 28th; Pvt. Verdun 
| Dewey Thompson, Tom Dewey borg July 
26th; Cpl. Walter Billings, Linda Louise 








born July 13; Lt. John R. Ducat, Janet 
Louise born August 4th; Pvt. Maurice F. 
J. Dupuis, Douglas Richard born July 


July 28th Pvt. Denald E. Rader, Duane 
| Ellwood born July 3ist; Lt. Henry E. Wil- 
jliams, son born July ist; Rebert W. 
' Quarels, 0382813. Robert born July 6; 
| Sgt. Hurshel Choate, 38010835, son born 
} July 3; Lt. Rebert Antheny Cooke, Robert 
| Anthony Jr. bern July 20; Sgt. James 
Drowne, James Jr. born July 29; and 
3 Pv Paul F. Clark, Maxine born June 
| 


19. 
2 
Pvt. Wilton A. Halt, David born June 
! 28th; Capt. Harry Carl Kait, son born 
| July 27th; Pvt. Charles McMullen, Char- 
lotte Ann born June 4; Pic, Moses 
O'Reilly, Martin Luke born July 18; Pvt. 
Walter W. Leveland, 33338465 Walter Jr. 
born June 1; Bernard Kauffman, daughter 
Michele born August 8; Lt. Edward J. 
| Dittys, daughter bern August 3; Maj. D. 
‘ -' Dalziel, son born August 8th; Ensign 
Chief Signalman, Harry Dwyer— Moses Levinstein, son born June 23: Pvt. 
Maj. James Cairnes and Col. Gar Juan G. Vargas, daughter born July 10; 
Davidsen; Pfc. Edwin A. Wieder- WO George Gaither Bethune, Jonnie Blue 
rich—Pvt. Harold Mammel, Edge- %°rn June 21; Pvt. Joseph James Keys, 
Jo-Anne born July 27; Pvt. Jack > 
ly, N. D., and Pvt. Albert Geb- Borenstein, son bern August 9; MM. Paul 
hardt; Cpl. Herbert Johnson—Sgt. munches, Gene Paul born August 5; and 
Bob Clark, a darned good cartoon- Pvt. George Scull. Georganne born Aug- 
ist; Cpl. W. Newlands — Pvt. us 7. 2 
Strzesak; Set. Gordon B. Day— ; 
” Pvt. Forrest L. Oaniels, 34645298, For- 
Henry C. “Huck” Wright, of Dodge rest Lavon Jr. born August 6; Sgt. Ver- 
City, Kas. non A. —— Leciserh. Richare Aiton 
born Augus™4; P\i. Riehard D. Meore 
Pvt. Thomas A. Peffey—Pfic. 35544018, Anthony Richard born June 24; 
Howard J. Yost; Pfc. Stanley Zu- Pvt. Satvatere Laurie, Satie born August 
roske—Cp!i. Harold Snyder; Pyt. 11: Lt. Lawrence J. Seen. _— 
ae born August 6; Pvt. Evariste A. jaizei, 
Joe Jordan—Nat Cutwright and Arinony John born May 28th: Pvt. Eari 
Heward Wilsen, both of Atlanta, Lackey, ser born August 5; Pvt. Jehan 
Tex.; Sgt. Barrett French—Sgt. Viggiane, 13177232. daughter born July 
Nerehard; Pvt. R. B. Weidner— 24; Pfc. W. B®. Oliver. Anita Victoria bora 
Chi. Albert Thempson; T-4 Ger- July 21; Lt. Victor Chase 0465044, d«ugh- 
rit L. Van Engen—William F. ter born June 22: Pvt. Steve Bebrauski, 
ed 12058523, daughter born July 30; Pvt. 
White; Sgt. Beryl F. Capps—lIst austin BD. Farrell, daughter bern July 20; 
Lt. James Lewis Bradley and Cpl. and T-5 George H. Inott, 37547565 d-uch- 
Isadore Comens; T-Sgt. D. C. ter borr August Ist 
Witkinson—2nd Lt. William Wen- 





e 
Santes Blancarte, daughiecr born July 


igren. 31; John M. Bragg. 31279928, Jane Louise 
, born July 26; Set. Cart ®. Borilt, 1511 692 
T-Sgt. William Sulkevich — Lt. gon horn July 3isi: Pvt. Gilbert 0. Allyn, 


Rutherford B. Stum, of Manie, Ill.; 36441672, Ruth Arieen hora July 23rd; 
Pyt. Ben R. Whittan—Capt. Wil-| pvt. Rendelt Eugene Heffner, 35°44317, 





liam Fester, Inf.; Pvt. Leslie D.| Camelia Ann born July 26; Pvt. William 
Powers—Lt. Robert L. Engelien;| Fitzpatrick. 32359057, som horn August 

Ast; . Herbert R. Gilman, 05102. 
Sgt. Donald H. Lohse—Rex Lewis,| gaugnter born July 28th: Sgt. Jee Paul 


and  Samilio, 31052731 son horn August 3: &gt. 
Art Peterson, all of bay ag St me bm Eeve. 35003891. son born; Ran 
. in Virgil L. Nelson. 37305965, daughter born 
ag nny Age at phe Page ~ | July 26: Cpl. Charles Siegel. 32397358 
" ° 3 - 4 "| Gerrilyn Ruth born May 30; Pvt. H. W. 
—Stephen Belcher, Maplewood, | Danell, William Charles born July 25; 
N. J and Lt. James R. Garry, Glen Ann born 


S-Sst. Irving B. Kelley — Pfc. one ms 2 
Archibald Durfeen; Ist Lt. Sey-; A V-mail letter dated July 27, 
mour L. Cohen—Hy Bizinsky; Pfc.|has been received from Mrs. Mau- 
Wilbur Lowe—Ilst Lt. Billie Hepp;|rice Laurewell announcing 
Bob Reckahn—Walter Snitcher, of}birth of a erandauehter, christened 
Philadelphia; David Leftin — Pvt.| Elizabeth Lucille Ross. The lucky 
Harry Blodgett, Pvt. Guy Alleruzzo,| father is S-S«t. Rebert F. Ross, of 
Pvt. Peter Alleruzzo, and S-1c Rob-|the 10ist Military Police. Pass out 
ert Dugan, all of Beverly, Mass. the smokes, sergeant, instead of 
—€. J. B.’ summons. 


Ray Erickson, 


llth; Pvt Elmer Heines, Sandra Lee born | 


the « 


| 


—< __-turday, August 21, 1901 
| Mickey And Friend 
= aeey * ~ a 
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WHEN HIS BOSS got his fourth star, Mickey received his sixth 
| stripe. M-Sgt. Michael J. McKeough, of Corona, N. Y., was a plain 
| buck private when he first met Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, who was 
| then a colonel and chief of staff with the 3rd Army on maneuvers in 
| Texas. Sgt. McKeough, who was formerly a bellhop at the Plaza Hotel 
|in New York, has matched the general’s stars with chevron stripes dur- 
| ing the last three years as his orderly. Here Mickey is seen looking at 
| the future with one of the sleepy Sicilian mules that packed supplies 
| to the troops in Sicily’s high ridges,--Photo by Army Pictorial Service 


» Roll Of Honor « 


| Over 17,500 decorations and cita- 
tions were approved during the 
course of the successful ‘North Af- 
rican campaign, but already Ameri- 
can soldiers and officers are being 
cited for their Sicilian exploits— 
some spectacular, some very mod- 
est; all courageous. 

Take the citation of Sgt. Lor- 
;rain R. Duco, of Belleville, Iil., 
commander of a medium tank 
which was disabled early in the 
Sicilian campaign by a direct hit 
from an enemy anti-tank gun. 
With the tank on fire and am- 
munition exploding within, Sst. 
Duco evacuated his burned and 
wounded crew and succeeded in 
obtaining necessary medical aid for 
them. Then ignoring. his own 
burns, he asked for and got an- 
other tank within 24 hours 


xk*k Ye 

Just four days before the inva- 
sion of Sicily, the Northwest Af- 
rican Strategic Air Force was in 
the process of softening up the 
island for the already planned 
landing operations, but air-minded 
Jerry was full of fieht and the 
air that day was full of fighters 
—100 or more it was reported 


But when tne smoke had settled 
at least 30 of them had been de- 
stroyed to set a new record for 
the largest number of aircraft de- 
stroyed in one day by one group; 
one Fortress crew got 13 and one 
waist gunner knocked down seven, 
all new records. 

That particular waist gunner 
was S-Sgt. Benjamin F. Warmer, 
of San Francisco, Cal., and in rec- 
ognition of that particular feat of 
marksmanship he has just been 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross. 

















The son of a California jurist, 
he is America’s largest Fortress 
waist gunner, six foot six inches; 
and weighs 275 pounds. Too big 
when he enlisted on April 18, 1942 
to be fitted in available army 
clothing, he was made a physical 
training instructor because the 
supply officer happened to have 
an oversize pair of shorts and 
some extra large shoes. He later 
became gunnery range instructor 
at Shepherd Field, Texas, repori- 
ing to his present unit in Septem- 
ber. He graduated from the Uni- 
versity of California in 1937, and 
the same day he shot down the 
seven planes, Sgt. Warmer also 
celebrated his seventh wedding an- 
niversary. Seven’ could be his 
lucky number 


x*x*«t* 


It takes cool nerves and steady 
hands te do delicate repair work 
while under fire, and so well did 
Sgt. Theodore W. Greene, of 
Chauncey, Ga., and Pvt. William 
H. Lane, of La Center, Ky., display 
these qualities during the opening 
phase of the Sicilian campaign 
that they have both been cited in 
official dispatches. 


A tank leading a full-scale at- 
tack, and with its position well 
known to the enemy, was crippled. 
Members of the maintenance crew, 
these two men spent a tough two 
and one-half hours repairing the 
tank, while the enemy fired artil- 
lery shells bursting above them, 
sprayed the place. with shrapnel 
and laced the ground with ma- 
chine-gun fire. Finally repaired, 
the rejuvenated tank then took 
care of the enemy gunners wlio 
had made it so hot for the two 
mechanics. —C.5. 
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Hagg, Cardinals Top Home Topics 














Set. Joe Louis started a 100-day 
poxing tour of American camps 
this week When finished, 
Louis will go overseas . . . Joe will 
be accompanied by his old spar- 
ring partner, Ist-Sgt. George Ni- 
cholson, now at Mitchell Field and 
Cpl. Walker Smith, better known 
as Ray “Sugar” Robinson .. . The 
tour is under the direction of the 
Special Services Division. 

2 . 

Pre football brexe inie the 
news this week .. . Ken Hieine- 
man, Texas Mines’ star for- 
ward passer signed a contract 
to play with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers football team... 
Meanwhile acress the East 
River, President John Mara, 
ef the pigskin Giants an- 
nounced the signing of an- 
other Texan passer — Emery 
Nix, ef Texas Christian ... 
Mara also announced the sign- 
ing of four of last year’s vet- 
erans, O’Neal Adams, Frank 
Liebel, Hubert Barker and Len 
Younce. 

2 e 

Gunder Hagg started his Amer- 
ican tour with a sour attitude 
toward everybody ... And wound 
up all sweetness and light at a 
Swedish farewell dinner in New 
York .. . Gunder made a graceful 
speech praising his American op- 
ponents as fine sportsmen .. . 
He gave one white doeskin running 
shoe to Greg Rice and another to 
Gil Dodds . . . His running pants 
and shirt went to Bill Hulse... 
Hagg got a gold watch from the 
AAU ... The evening ended with 
the singing of Swedish folk songs 
and oodles of international amity. 

e - 

The Yankees have an ex- 
planation for Bobe Newsom's 
success in the National League 
and his about-face in the 
Junier Circuit where he has 
lost seven straight ... They 
say he used to wipe the sweat 
off his brow, getting some on 
the ball and in effect throw 
the same thing as a spitball 

which has been barred 
for 20 years ... The Yanks say 
that American Leaguers get 
the umpires te stop Newsor’s 
trick . . . While the National 

League teams never did get 
wise to it. 

od 2 

Count Fleet is probably out of 
racing till fall, according to 
Trainer Don Cameron ... "The 
Fleet” injured an ankle in the 
Belmont Stakes in June . . . The 
Count is now training hard and 
Tunning under saddle every day 
but won’t be tip-top until October 
... Winner of the Kentucky Der- 
by, Belmont Stakes, Preakness, 
Wood Memoria) and the Withers, 
Count Fleet is the first horse ever 
to take all five events. 

2 - 


After 14 years in the major 
agues, Luke Appling, the 
Chicago White Sox’s star 
Shortstep, reached twe mile- 
Stones this week ... Luke 
Scored his 1000th run and 


? 


Hughson ... Dick Wakefield, 
reokie outfielder ef the year, 
and currently in second place 
in the American League bat- 
ting race, is due for induction 
August 26... Wakefield trans- 
ferred from his Chicago te a 
Detroit draft beard and the 
latter set the date. 
2 2 
Hockey ruling bodtes In the Na- 
tional) Hockey League and the 
Canadian Amateur Hockey League 
have agreed on a rule change to 
halt excessive use of power plays 
. . . Henceforth the defensive team 
will be permitted to make forward 
Passes behind the new centerline 
. The hockey solons felt that 
the recent prevalence of power 
Plays endangered the Canadian 
sport ... The new rule makes it 
easier for the defensive team to 
break up lunging attacks and bring 
present blue lines remain in use 
back the passing attack ... The 
but won't affect the defending 
team’s passing. 
@ ¢ , 

In the most important vic- 
tery of his career, Pancho Se- 
gura, of Ecuador and _ the 
University of Miami, captured 
the Eastern Grass Court 
Championship . .. The little 
Ecuadorean took a straight-set 
win over Lt. Joe Hunt, of 
Annapolis, 6-4, 6-1, 6-3 . .. 
Margaret Osborne, of San 
Francisco, won the women’s 
title by defeating Doris Hart, 
of Miami, 6-2. 6-4. 

2 cd 

The Brooklyn Dodggers, in an ef- 
fort to make a late-season bid for 
the N.L. flag, parted with pitcher 
Rube Melton, infielder Joe Oren- 
go and 40,000 dollars for first- 
baseman Howard Schultz, a 6-foot, 
6-inch giant from St. Paul in the 
American Association .. . Schultz, 
4-F on account of his height, col- 
lected a double and a single in his 
first game with the Bums and led 
them to a 7-3 win over the Cards. 
2 


Newest draft-rule ciianges do 
not affect professional sports 
as much as expected ... All 
jobs connected with race track’ 
were put in the non-deferrable 
class ... Draft age men work- 
ing around the tracks must 
switch to war work or face 
speedy induction . . Some 
doubt exists whether jockeys 
and trainers are included .. . 
Clarifieation of their status is 
expected soon ... Hunting and 
fishing guides are placed on 
the non-deferrable list . . . The 
new list leaves baseball players 
and other professional athletes 


with the same draft status 
they had before. 
» rad 
Arne Andersson, Gunder Hagg’s 
“shadow,” did it again... The 


Flying Sehool Teacher ran the 
metric mile (1,500 meters) in 3:45 | 
... eight-tenths of a second faster | 
than Hagg was able to turn the 
distance . . . Odds are that the 
new record won't stand long... 
Hagg returns to his native Sweden 
late this month and resumes his 
speed duels with Andersson. 





made his 2,000th big league 
base-knock off Beosten’s Tex 


—Cpl. BILL GILHAM 





Unknown Youngster Ranks As 
No. I Catcher For ‘Angels’ 





Baseball’s story of the week is 
that of Billy Sarni, 15, a Los An- 
geles High School boy who is the 
lirst-string catcher for the Los 
Angeles club of the Pacific Coast 

ague, a team which is making 
4 runaway race of that circuit's 
Pennant chase. 


The Angels found themselves one 
‘y recently without a _ catcher, 

die Fernandes and Billy Holm 
having been injured and no re- 
Placements in sight. President 
piarence Rowland had heard about 
lly Sarni and knew that the Pi- 
tates, the Boston Red Sox, Cleve- 
F and the Cubs had made of- 
ffs to him. 


Rowland knows a ball player 
Poa he sees one, having been 
ugh the major league mill, so 


,;he went to Billy’s parents, turned 
{on the Rowland charm and with 
| the help ef a 10,000 dollar bonus, 
won their consent to have Billy 
| play with the Angels. The next day 


Highest Hurdle Of All 





WHAT THE PROPERLY DRESSED world’s champion high hurdler 
will wear in Berlin, is demonstrated by Capt. Forrest "Spec” Towns, 
of Athens, Ga., holder of the werld’s record, 13.7 seconds, for the 110 
meter hurdles, Now a company commander in a unit of the 5th U. S. 
Army, Spec” is looking ferward to another visit to Berlin, where he 
cracked the Olympic record in 1936, Judging by his helmet, pack and 
tommy gun, he intends to crack something else this time. Using a jeep 
for a hurdle, Capt. Towns demonstrates his world’s championship form. 





Cardinals, Yankees 
Are Series Bound 


‘ By CPL. AL KOHN 
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer) 


Cincinnatti put on a spurt as year. You can argue that the mod- 
hot as the August weather this| ern Yanks don't compare with the 
week, copping seven games against| invincible Bomber’s Row of the 
one loss, but the Reds faced the |1927 or 1937 era, but they're win- 
task of gaining 11 games on the|ning games and that’s what the 
league-leading Cardinals with only | pay-off is based on. 

44 games to play. 


Pittsburgh also came out on top| OUsly, are the Indians, Senators 
in seven games but dropped two | and Tigers holding down second, 
in a hard week that saw them in- | third and fourth notches in the 
volved in three double-headers. |Standings. Their positions change 
The red-hot Cards took things a|nearly every day, but the Wash- 
bit easier during the past seven |ington and Detroit clubs seem to 
games and were content to do|have a bit more power than the 
little better than break even with |Boudreau outfit. The frenzied ac- 
four up and three down. te lg the last five weeks, 
A though, may see a shuffle, with 
Lovis for "wotla. Senet dnte, St: Ichicago, Boston and St. Louis ty" 
Sportsman's Park, Sam Breadon |/28 to show the promise everybody 
seemed well able to bank the |*#id they had in April. 


Still hoping, but not very seri- | 


greenbacks without fear of having 
to return them. If the Cards do 
no better than break even in their 
remaining 48 games—and remem- 
ber last year when they gained 10 
games on Brooklyn in_ the last 
month—the Reds must win 33 and 
lose only 11, a .750 clip, te tie the 
leaders on the last day. 

WHERE IS BROOKLYN? 


The Terry cry of "Is Brooklyn 


| Still in the league” was more than 


a jest last week. With players 
coming and going so fast that Eb- 
bets Field looked like Grand Cen- 
tral Station, the Dodgers were as 
harmless as the Robins under 
whose banner they formerly occu- 
pied the depths of the National 
League. The Daffiness boys couldn't 
even put on a good show while 
winning three and losing four. 

The rest of the league was just 
playing out the season to please 
Judge Landis. Fans yawned at the 
spirited battle for fifth, sixth and 
seventh places waged by Chicago, 





jin his first turn at bat in pro- 
| fessional ball, Sarni hit a homer. | 

Billy Sarni has now played 12' 
games and is hitting 321. He has), 
thrown out 11 runners trying to| 
steal, and base-runners trying to 
score have collided with him) 
three times, but each time he held | 
onto the ball and tagged the man | 
coming into home. 

Billy’s judgment in calling for 
pitches are ef course not that of 
an experienced catcher but it isn't 
causing the Angels any trouble. 
Rowland says that as long as the 
Angels continue to win, Billy Sar- 





Philadelphia and Boston. Not even 
those lowly clubs would argue with 
Mel Ott’s Giants for the honor of 
occypying the N.L. cellar, than 
which there is no lower. 


Only the Army, Navy and the 
Marines can keep the Yankees 
from pinning their seventh Ameri- 
can League pennant in eight years 
to the centerfield flag pole at the 
Stadium. Rolling merrily along 
with six wins against a single loss, 
Joe McCarthy’s boys don’t seem to 
miss the loss of Rizzuto, DiMaggio, 
Ruffing, and the others who are 


ni will be their first-string catcher wearing military uniforms this 


The best individual feat of the 
week was Hank Gornicki’s double 
pitching win Wednesday when he 
tossed the Pittsburgh Pirates to an 
,8-0 triumph over Boston in the 
| first game of a twin bill, and came 
back in the nightcap long enough 
|to get credit for a relief victory. 
Nate Andrews, Braves hurler, also 
did something out of the ordinary 
—he lost the two games for Bos- 
jton the same day. Nate pitched 
| the first game and came back in 
jthe 1lth inning of the second just 














in time to let the winning Pirate 
run cross the plate. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

WwW. L. Pct 
St. Louis 71 37 657 
Cincinnati 61 50 .550 
| Pittsburgh 61 51 545 
Brooklyn 56 56 500 
Chicago 52 58 473 
Boston 49 58 458 
Philadelphia 52 62 456 
New York 40 70 .364 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Ww. L. Pct. 
New York 67 42 615 
Cleveland 57 50 533 
Washington 60 53 531 
Detroit 56 50 528 
Chicago 56 54 509 
Boston 53 57 482 
St. Louis 47 60 439 
| Philadelphia 40 8% «364 


.| Beethoven’s next number 


*|for breakfast. 


Horses Also 
High On List 
Of Interest 


By JOHN LARDNER 


(Famous Newsweek columnist, 
NANA war correspondent and 
sports writer who has written this 
article especially for "The Stars 
and Stripes”) 

Having just made a rapid two- 
month probe of the United States 
of America—in the interests of 
professional research, mind you— 
your correspondent returns to Al- 
giers with several convictions (not 
counting two convictions for park- 
ing a burro by a New York fire- 
plug and spitting east on a west- 
bound street). 

I am convinced as follows. 

1. That Gunder Hagg, who vio- 
lated the old code by working for 
nothing but expenses and dough- 
nuts, is the greatest runner in the 
world. Incidentaliy, on his Amer- 
ican tour, Hagg let it be known 
that his name is pronounced the 
same as in the famous old cough 


medicine, Has#z and Hagg, with 
the umlauts on the house. 

2. That if the St. Louis Card- 
inals do not win the National 


League pennant by twenty games, 
they should be ashamed of them- 
selves. 

PRESIDENTIAL TIPSTER 


3. That the next President of the 
United States is apt to be some- 
body who knows the winner of the 
third race at Aqueduct. The vote, 
Larring a sudden insurge of sol- 
diers from abroad, will be in the 
hands of horse-players because 
practically all Americans at home 
are now horse-p’ayers. 

Let us expatiate upon the agenda 
one by one, giving point No. 1 a 
ence-over-lightly because space is 
thin and so is Hagg. Under strange 
and difficult conditions, this hasty 
portion of Smorgasbvord beat every 
available American runner as he 
pleased, at every distance they 
asked him to run, and in times 
never before equalled in America. 
His pace was so swift and his 
merciless form so flawless that he 
drew a former also-ran named Bill 
Hulse to the fastest outdoor mile 
ever run by an American—but be- 
hind the Gunder 

About those Cardinals, I do not 
|wish to offend loyal Breoklya 
characters in this area, being a 
| BMT man myself, but the Caids 
| stood out like a light when the 
season began and still do. This 
was true long before Branch Rick- 
ey, world’s most celebratec con- 
noisseur of rare dollar bills, fins, 
and sawbucks, began to sell the 
likes of Newsom, Camilli, and Al- 
len just before payday. The Card- 
inals lost plenty of good men by 
draft, but for every one they lost 
they had another just about as 
good coming up. This is the fruit 
of old Parson Rickey’s sowing. He 
is about to win another pennant 
for St. Louis, and maybe im a 
couple of years he will win one 
for Brooklyn. 

GAMBLING INCREASES 

A gambling note—a sordid tone 
—seems to have crept into this 
manifesto, which started out as 
pure as a weasel’s breath. That's 
easy to explain. You cannot be ex- 
posed to American influence with- 
out thinking of gambling these 
days. On Saturdays at a New York 
race track, for instance, the crowd 
bets two and a half million dol- 
lars like breaking eggs. The week- 
day handie is never below a mil- 
lion any more. 

You remember that in the old 
peacetime days, when three or 
four people gathered tcgether for 
sociable conversation, the talk 
turned to cultural topics like how 
would 
sell, and what was the influence 
of James Joyce on the boll weevil. 
And how to tie a sheepshank knot. 
And things like that. The whole- 








|some, scholarly things. But net 
' now. 

Now scientific and literary 
groups ere ovointing out that 


Clocker Armstrong had four win- 
ners at Belmont yesterday and 
wondering what e Clocker eats 
can beat to- 
morrow’s card; hold the Clef 
(French expression meaning Key) 
to the upper brackets of society. 
If you don’t want the key, you 
can turn it in. But there it is. 
Space does not permit me to 
— a moral, which is all for the 
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- HEAVY BOMBERS 
It Happened At Home (Continued from Page 1) 





asdsbbse destroyed or damaged. Aside from 


: : the 34 definitely destroyed, 12 
Big Town Small Talk... : were listea as "probables” and oth- 


New York State’s Labor Department announced this week that ex- ers were damaged. The B-17's 
servicemen who can’t find jobs after they are discharged will be eligible | were credited with 23 of the 34 
for unemployment insurance, if they're willing and able to work... victories. 

In Philadelphia, a booby-trap exhibit in a department store exploded} With most of the results tabu- 
prematurely and injured 14 persons, including Pic. Stanley Sadowski, | lated, the campaign for Sicily 
who was conducting the demonstration . . . Tweniy-three hundred;|shapes up as one of the worst 
striking employees of the Republic S.cel Corporation’s Buifalo plant | and most decisive defeats ever sut- 
voted an immediate end to a four-day walkout. "An accumulation of|fered by the German Luftwaffe. 
grievances,’ which led to the “unauthorized” walkout, would be re-/ Planes of the Northwest African 
ferred to the War Labor Board for seitlement, said Joseph T. Mc-/| Air Forces, demonstrating the 


Nichols, district director of the CIO United Steel Workers of America.| surging growth of the Allied air | 


Clay M. Supplee, commanding officer of Fort Niagara, N. Y., who|arm and the increasing battle skill 
conceived and promoted the Broadway Army Show, "This Is The |of its pilots, exacted a toll of more 
Army,” will retire at the age of 64, after 45 years service ... At San/than six Axis aircrait for every 
Francisco, Mayris Chaney, professional dancer and friend of Mrs.| American or British crait lost. 

Eleanor Roosevelt, announced that she would be married this week to| as Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
I* shey Martin, Philadelphia orchestra leader . . 
New Haven, Conn., city health officer, revealed that the number Of | med it up this week, the Axis had 
infantile paralysis cases had reached 63 and that hospitals were pre- | jost 1,691 planes, shot down or de- 
pared to cope with the epidemic that has caused two deaths. Two cases | stroyed or captured on the ground 
were reported at Portland, and one each at New Britain and Hartford. | yp to a week before the campaign 

Allies lost only 274 aircraft. 


Home Town Topics .. . 
But the business-of dashing the 


Under a plan put forth by the American Legion Club at Herrin, IIL. , na —. 
returning war veterans in this area would receive a "model home set in | Lftwafie to the ear th beiore i 
the middle of a reasonable amount of good old American soil.” . . .| Ver got are. hang NAAF 
They say business is so poor at the Boone County poor house at Bel- he SS SSS ee a 
videre, Ill, it will soon be closed. The payment of state old-age pensions | Planes of the Tactical Air Force 
has reduced the clientele to six inmates . . . The Indians of Gallup, lent the closest kind of support to 
N. M., concluded their 22nd annual inter-tribal ceremonies witi soi- |*he ever-advancing Allied troops. 
diers from New Mexico, Arizona and Texas camps attending. Some of | The battered enemy pete no — 
the tribal dances were dedicated to Indians who wave died in the |@@y or night, as fighters an 
service . . . From Richmond, Cal., comes the news tazat three Liberty | fighter-bombers smashed at every 
ships launched there have been ckristened the Knute Rockne, James J.| P0int the Axis choose to hold. Ve- 
Corbett and the Walter Camp, after three of America’s most beloved | icles -, — a ‘il 
athletes . .. According to a ruling by Brig. Gen. Raymond H. Fleming,!®™€™My roads only at Bn — 
Louisiana state director of Selective Service, rice harvesters will not be — pager a pee SS eee 
subject to induction into the armed forces until the end of the rice |? oom Pad a i pore yf nl 
season because of the critical shortage of farm labor in the Louisiana j4#ngs that only a tric —s of ye : 
rice belt . . . Ralph W. Bretzman, 19 years cld, and his 12-year-old could reach the staggering - 
wife, Gladys, gave up school for housework at Carlisle, Pa., and are forces. . ; 
spending their honeymoon on a trolley-car. (The street-car has been| In additional operations, the 
converted into a four-room house.) . . . Six Army privates who were | Coastal Air Force effectively pro- 
training on the Fort Belvoir, Va., drill field, were killed by a bolt of | tected the shipping which supplied 
lightning. The victims were Philip W. Hiance, of Cold Springs, Ky.,|the two Sicilian armies of the Al- 
Russell R. Heller, of Philadelphia, James A. Hood, of Augusta, Ga.,'lies. Neither submarine nor air 
Chester E. Dearing, of Richmond, Va., C. J. Caverly, of Muskegon, | raiders had any success in getting 
Mich., and Julian D. Rosin, of Chicago . .. Mrs. Verna Burdick of |through the Coastal’s tight air- 
Shenandoah, Iowa, recently received a postcard from her son, Capt. | craft cover. 

F. D. Burdick, who is in a German prisoner-of-war camp. The captain From their Mediterranean base 
wrote: "I am in high spirits with the news of the invasion of Sicily. Wednesday, a large force of the 
It looks Ike I will be home by this time next year.” Across the card a Flying Forts roared into the air 
German censor wrote: ’Crazy fellow.” and headed in the direction of the 


great Istres le Tube and Salon air- 
Broadway to Hollywood .. . 


dromes on the shores of the marsh 

Yachtsman Errol Flynn received his usual share of the headlines | @K¢,_Etang- ° 23 miles 
this week, when it was revealed that the screen hero had chosen The bi B-17’s made wreckage 
19-year-old and red-headed Nora Eddington, as his latest "fishing pari- of con of six-motored trans- 
ner.” . .. The much-married Tommy Manville called off his intended sts and tor ed0-carr tae ein- 
marriage to chorus-girl Sunny Ainsworth, saying: ’She said she wanted | Pel-ill's omed on fm fields 
to get to know me better. I’m so disappointed I shall go into mourning Hanears con other buildings were 
for ten minutes.” . .. Deanna Durbin, the lass who cried and tried tc hit pom large fires were ted 
buy her release from Universal Studios for two years, thinks it is a | hit of we” coda; two bombers. : 
wonderful studio now that her latest flicker, "Her’s to Hold,” has By the time the alarm came, it 
clicked solidly . Big-time commentators have chipped in their was too late and. before any ‘de- 
guesses as to when the Allied forces will keep their date in Berlin. cent fighter interference could be 
Here’s how they line up: Upton Sinclair—Washington’s Birthday, next; launched, the big B-17's were mak- 
Walter Duranty—The end of this year, positively; Lowell Thomas and ing wreckage of scores of six- 
Clark Lee—Before Oct. 31, 1944; Fanny Hurst—New Year’s Day, 1944; | sembeneia transports and torpedo- 
Hends%k William Van Leon—Come late autumn; John Dos Pass0s— | carrying Heinkel-111’s parked on 
August, 1944 .. . Frank Sinatra's publicity agent has tagged the popu- | the fields Hangars and other 
lar songster, the "swooner crooner.” Frank wowed the feminine popu-|pyildings were hit and large fires 
lace again when he appeared wiih the Los Angeles Symphony Orchestra | were started. Cost of the rai: 
.. . An ex-Army selectee entered a Broadway restaurant and opened | two bombers. . : 
a K-ration and the owners of the restaurant had a time trying to ex-' ; 
plain to the other customers why it was impossible to obtain the dish” 
.. . Former kid-star Mitzi Green is now a mama ... And ex-pug Tony 
Canzoneri is now a night-club comic a la Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom 


On Capitol Hill... 


" Wild reas. over the fall of ove were again the order of 
the day in Washington, as news only feebly trickled from the Nation’s | e pl: 
capitol. This lack of political stories could be accounted for by the fact Sh se pnt —_ so 
that the eyes of the country were focused on two figures—Winston or as you climb the terraced ridze 
Churchill and President Roosevelt—and the results of their sixth his-| yoy hate like hell to give any 
toric meeting in Quebec ... In a joint statement issued by Britain’s credit for the winning of the war 
Prime Minister and the President, increasing Allied success against the to b t your. ~4 u tfit 
German U-boat war was noted during May, June and July when 99 ~ ateiad . ay = hay yf ; 
of the underseas raiders were sunk. In three months more U-boats your ig ew gpm 4. er 
were sunk than during the whole of 1918, when at the peak of the sub  'wo. But yet somewhere down 
campaign, 82 U-boats were sunk, the statement added . . . Government | inside you sense that things are 
control over the entire labor situation was tightened this week in| Clicking, that the ball is rollin; 
s ecping v‘.ions of the War Manpower Commission and Selective ¢Vetywhere. that everyone on your 
Service regulations by Manpower Chief Paul V. McNutt. The new rules Side the world over is pitching in 
limit job transfers, establish a list of 149 virtually draft-proof critical ,40 get the war over plenty fast. 
occupations and lengthen the list of non-deferable occupations . . .| Maybe after that the base p'ate 
In a letter to WLB Chairman, William H. Davis, President Roosevelt you're lugginz doesn’t feel so heavy. 
said that unions which disregard WLB orders may lose their contracts | ("The hell it doesn’t.) 

with employers and have their privileges removed. The President au-| With no 88's to dodge in Algiers 
thorized the withholding of war contracts and priorities from companies|the "big picture’ comes into full 





ended. During the same period, the | 
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. Dr. Joseph Linde, | allied Commander-in-Chief, sum- | 


moved along | 
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Servicemen's Aid 
Pending In Senate 


| WASHINGTON—Sen. Robert F. 
| Wagner, New York Democrat, has 
a bill pending in the Senate to 
have the federal governmen:é con- 
| tribu.e to the social security fund 
in behalf of men and women in 
the services. His proposal would 
prevent military service from caus- 
|}ing them to fall behind in build- 
|ing up. individual reserves. Repub- 
|lican Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg, 
|of Michigan, has also said that he 
| will introduce a bill to protect the 
social securily status of members 
|of the armed forces. 
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| Bryansk from the north and south 
| While the troops in the cast are 
|only- 12 miles away. 

But the fiercest struggle was be- 
ing waged for Kharkov. In a huge 
| battle west of the city near Pol- 
| tava, 40 miles away, German shock 
| troops and armored divisions were 
| stopped in their attempt to break 

the Russian ring of steel that 
|holds Kharkov in an_ extricable 
| Vise. Russian enveloping move- 
j;ments have already carried them 

10 miles west of Kharkov on both 
jthe north and south flanks and 
| are fighting in the city’s northeast, 
j}east and southeast suburbs. It 
}should not be long before the re- 
| mainder of the Russian armies 
| necessary to crack the iron de- 
| fenses, reach the city. By ordering 
Kharkov held at all cost, the 
Wehrmacht can expect one of the 
bloodiest and one of the most 
costliest battles of the war, when 
| the Russian veterans of Stalingrad 
enter the city for the hand-to- 
|hand fighting at which they are 
experts. 

Stalingrad set the Germans back 
on their heels, but the loss of 
Kharkov would rock the entire 
Axis position to its very toes. The 
Nazi 6th Army was killed or cap- 
tured at Stalingrad, but a larger 
force, estimated at 50 full divi- 
sions, would be trapped if the Rus- 
sians captured Kharkov and fought 
their way through to the Dnieper 
River. In the Crimea, in the Cau- 
casus and in the Don River basin, 
German troops must fight for their 
existence in the weeks to come 
or perish on the ground where 
countless numbers of their com- 
rades paid the price oi German 
greed for conquest. 


QUEBEC MEETING 


(Continued from Page 1) : 








any either by land or from the air 
vety soon. 

Vital military decisions. reached 
at Quebec will not be revealed un- 
til they have b2en put into force 
by the Allied generals, admirals 
and air marshals, Brendan Brack- 
en, British Minister of Informa- 
tion, told a press conference Thurs- 
day nicht. He indicated, however, 
that Allies intend "to bomb, burn 
and ruthlessly de-troy in every way 
available the peonrle responsible for 
starting this war.” 





Subscriptions Taken 


if you want to send STARS 
AND STRIPES tome you can 
take your subscription to :.ny 
STARS AND STRIPES office 
listed in the masthead on Page 4 
or you can send 100 francs for a 
year’s subscription to: 


British Based 
Bombers Pound 
~ Hitler's Fortress 


—~—_— 


Furious Air Attacks 
Strike Far-Flung 
European Cities 





LONDON — Stepping up their 
shuttle service for bombing the 
Fortress of Europe, RAF and 
American bombers based in Brit- 
ain hammered Axis targets in 
Germany, Italy, France aud Hol- 
land in a week of intensive air 
activity. Attempting to counter the 
Allied air assault with increased 
flak and fighter opposition, the 
Axis was hard-pressed to buck up 
the courage of its people in the 
bombed areas. 


First Axis target this week was 
Berlin, which was attacked Sun- 
day night by RAF Mosquito 
bombers in a heavy raid, the ae- 
tails of which have not yet been 
released by the Air Ministry. At 
the same time, other bombers 
from Britain conducted a new at- 
tack on industrial Milan, follow- 
ing up the 1,000 ton bombing on 





lhursday and Saturday's 22-min- 
ute pounding by two. separate 
forces of Lancasters. In Sunday's 
raid on Milan, the_ bombers were 
guided into their targets by fires 
started in the raid 24 hours earlier. 
MILAN RUINED 


Milan, according to reports from 
Stockholm: and Switzerland, is al- 
ready "one gigantic ruin.” All pun- 
lic services have been suspended, 
the mayor has reporiedly resigned 
and the people of Milan, Swiss 
observers report, are now protest- 
ing for peace in an effort to halt 
the raids. 


France early this week received 
a dozen attacks on military insial- 
lations from British and American 
bombers across the channel, as 
well as the first visit from bombers 
of the Northwest African Air 
Force, which blasted two air- 
dromes near Marseilles. Britain- 
based Fortresses raided tie Ger- 
man airtield at Le Bourget and 
USAAF medium bombers attacked 
German airfields at Lille, Poix and 
Brays Sud, bombed the railway 
yards at Calais and also raided 
German airdromes at Woensdreclit 
in Holland. 


Following these raids, British 
and Canadian bombers attacked 
a secret German research and de- 
velopment factory at Peenemuen- 
de, ripping it open with more than 
1,500 tons of bombs. 


PLENTY OF GRIEF 


The effects of the increased air 
hammering on the Axis was caus- 
ing plenty of grief, especially to 
Dr. Paul Josef Goebbels, who tried 
to console Germans in the Voel- 
kischer Beobachter by recalling 
their past victories. He urged them 
to set an “inimitable example for 
the world” by the “taking of blows 
and setvacks,” pointed out the 
high glory .of the home front’'s 
fight against the hostile air terror. 


In Britain, Lt. Gen. Jacob L 
Devers, commander of US. forces 
in the European theater, had 4 
different message to give when he 
surveyed recent bombings. In the 
first year of their existence the 
US. 8th Air Force has grown from 
12 Flying Fortresses, which bomb- 
ed Rouen a year ago, to a powerful 
air armada now capable of strik- 
ing deep into enemy territory. 
During the year 419 U.S. bombers 
were lost while 728 enemy planes 
were destroyed and over 1,500 
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|vamaged. Which means 


probably destroyed or severely 
better 














































which do not comply with the board’s rulings, and, in extreme cases | focus. It is very reassuring, especi- Casablanca ‘than a fottr to one victory over 

said the government might seize and operate plants —R.B. ally after a hot bath, the German Luftwaffe. 

TERRY AND THE PIRATES By MILT CANIFF 

I'D Sav:"ME MAN BELONG MERCA NY PF Tuat wouLD Take care OF \V/THEN I'D Say:"aELONG \ ID Sav."sa.DIER \ 

“TEACHING PIDGIN LANGUAGE, MISS ME FRIEND BELONG YOU.". IF YOu SHELTER... THEN I'D SAY: WHO'S-AT MARY YOU- SAME -TIME - SAME - 
ENGLISH TO YOu LACE! FOR WEREN'T A JAP SYMPATHIZER, YOu "ME HUNGRY. ALL RIGHT. FELLOW?” .. MEANING, L/NE — WHETHER 
SOUTH PACIFIC INSTANCE — SAY I WOULD SAY: * YOU-FELLOW COME BRING-IM kAI-kKAI“CTHATS ROUGHLY, “ARE YOU - ITS IN PIDGIN OR 
JOKERS! wHAaTS / WAS FORCED DOWN HURRY UIP ALL-RIGHT YOU-FELLOW FOOD). AFTER I ATE, YOUD MARRIED ?”._ AND A TAXICAB!” 











ON AN ISLAND —-ANC 
YOU WERE A NATIVE 
GIRL... 


IT LIKE? 





















BRING ME "BRUS* (NATIVE 
TOBACCO) AND I'D SAY: 
*ME-FELLOW BEL HE-GOOD” 
~MEANING, I FELT FINE... 
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